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4 2. 
INDIA TRACTS: 


A D ESCRIPTION 


OF THE 


JUNGLE TERRY DISTRICTS, 
THEIR | 
REVENUES, TRADE, AND GOVERNMENT: 


WITH A PLAN FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THEM. 


& 
ALSO 


AN HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS 


OF THE 


5 I C K 8. 


WRITTEN BY MAJOR N. BR ONE . 


AND PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE HONOURABLE COURT 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


Logographic Preſs, yrxiNTING-HOUSE SQUARE, BLACK-FRIARS. 
1788, 


Note—The BOUNDARY of the JUNGLE 
TERRY DISTRICT, within the Government 
of MAJOR BROWN E, is pointed out by the 
red Line in Ma. REN NEIL. L's Mar, here annexed. 
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(i) 


To JOHN MOT TEU X, Esq, Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of 
the Honourable United Eaft India Company. 


SIR, 


W HEM I rote the following ſheets, I 
was in hopes that they would have appeared before the 
Honourable Court of Directors with the advantage of 
Mr. Haſtings's recommendation, by whoſe orders they 
were written, and to whom they were addrefſed—MWhy 
this advantage was denied them, TI cannot pretend to ſay— 
The cauſe to which I ſhould have attributed it, would 
have been the inſigniſicance of the matter, —but from this 
concluſion I am forbidden, by obſerving, that the ſubjef of 
them, has by that gentleman, been thought ſo important, 
that the continuing to purſue the plans which 1 had laid 
down and began to execute, ſo long ago as 1778, has 
furniſhed Mr. Haſtings with matter for repeated publick 
encomium on the gentleman who ſucceeded me in the ma- 


nagement of part of the Jungle Terry Diſtricts. 


This has determined me, though late, to offer this little 
Tract to the notice of my Honourable Maſters, that they 
may know from whence thoſe inſtitutions originated, which 


B have 


— — — 


(i ) 
have been ſo much applauded in their effects; and I truſt 
that I ſhall eſcape all imputation of vanity for making 
this publication, when it is conſidered, that I at the ſame 
time publiſh the humiliating proof how very bad a courtier 
T muſt have been, when I could not ſecure to myſelf the 
applauſe that was given to meaſures of my own contri- 


VANCE. 


At the ſame time, I implicitly leave the diſpoſal 
of this Traf, to you Sir, convinced that if it merits, it 
will receive your recommendation, and if it ſhould not, I 
ſhall moſt chearfully acquieſce in the gudgment of a 
gentleman, from whoſe juſtice and liberality, even when 
T was an entire ſtranger to him, my chara&ter and in- 
tereſt received that ſupport, which was withheld by thoſe 
from whom I was moſt entitled to expect it. 


7” am, 
With reſpe& and gratitude, 
Sir, 185 
Your obliged and moſt obedient Servant, 


JAMES BROWNE. 


Harley Street, June 20, 1787. 


1773» 


1774. 


INT ROD U GCTION . 


1 N order to make the fubje& of the following little 

Tract as intelligible as poſſible, I ſhall beg leave to 
obſerve, that the Mountaineers of the Rajahmahl Hills, 
having, by their repeated depredations, exceedingly diſ- 
treſſed the inhabitants of the low country during the 
years 1771 and 1772, Mr. Haſtings and his Council di- 
rected a battalion of light infantry to be raiſed for re- 
ducing thoſe countries to ſubje&ion and good order. — 
The corps was raiſed the latter end of 1772, and com- 
manded by Captain Robert Brooke. 


During the firſt months of 1773, Captain Brooke, by 
judicious and ſpirited operations againſt the Mountaineers, 
impreſſed them with a fear of our military force, and 


they began to ſubmit in different parts. The reſt of 


that year was employed in military operations againſt 


Jagernaut Deo, and the other Zemindars of the Jungle 


Terry of Curruckpoor, who had rebelled againſt Govern- 
ment ; they were at length expelled, and fled into Cur- 


ruckdea. 


The firſt part of this year was employed in reducing 
the Mountaineers, and in eſtabliſhing certain regulations 
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1776. 


( w ) 


for protecting the low country againſt their incurfions— 
Alſo in making a Kha/s ſettlement of the Jungle * 
Curruckpoor. 


In July, Captain Brooke reſigned the command of the 


light infantry, and the collectorſhip of the Jungle Terry 


of Curruckpoor, Bauglepoor, ard Colgong to me Soon 
after this, the Jungle Terry of Birboom and Guidore, 


were added to this colleQorſhip. 


As I perceived the inſtability of the XH Settlement 
in the Jungle Terry of Curruckpoor, I propoſed the par- 
doning of Jagernaut Deo and his family, and re- admitting 
them to the management of their reſpective diſtricts; but 
I received no reply. — I alſo made a new ſettlement of 
the Jungle Terry of Guidore. 


In January, the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea was ad- 
ded to this collectorſhip. In February, broke out the 
great inſurrection in favour of Jagernaut Deo and the 
other expelled Zemindars ; the whole year paſſed in un- 
interrupted hoſtilities, though they were ſoon narrowed 
to the limits of the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, and the 


confederacy broken. 'The Jungle Terry of Birboom was 
alſo ſettled during this year. 


By the beginning of this year, the rebels being re- 
duced to great extremity, offered to ſubmit to any terms, 
except 
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3 N 
except the delivering up of Jagernaut Deo.— !] propoſed 


to the Board to publiſh a general amneſty, and to give 
Jagernaut Deo's Zemindary to his ſon Roopnarain Deo, 


on the father's delivering himſelf up on promiſe of per- 


ſonal ſafety— The Board were at firſt averſe, but at 
length conſented, on my taking upon myſelf the reſpon- 
ſibility of the meaſure. Jagernaut Deo immediately de- 
livered himſelf up, his ſon was inveſted with the Zemin- 
dary; and from that time there never was a diſturbance 
in the country as long as it was under my controul. 


In the beginning of this year, I aſſembled all the 
Zemindars of the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea, and made 


a a ſettlement of that Diſtrict on ſuch terms as enabled me 
(without any conſiderable diminution of the preſent re- 


venue) to releaſe the Riots from a load of impoſitions, 
and thereby induced them to undertake the cultivation 
of a great quantity of land which had fallen waſte for a 
number of years. 


Soon after this, the Board took the Jungle Terry of 


Birboom from under my management, and reſtored it 


to the Rajah of Birboom. No public motive was ever 


aſſigned for this ſtep. 


During the long interval that I had been compelled to 
attend, almoſt excluſively, to the Southern Diviſion of 
the Jungle Terry, the Mountaineers of Rajahmahl had 


| again 


1778, 


(vi) 


again got into great diforder. For the plan introduced 


for their reſtraint by Captain Brooke in 1774, though 


very meritorious, when we conſider how little intercourſe 
that gentleman had then had with thoſe people, yet had 
ſome defects in it, which I am ſure that Captain Brooke 
would have corrected, had he continued in the com- 
mand, and which prevented its operating as an effeQual 
remedy to the turbulency of the Mountaineers. 


Being now quite at leiſure to attend to thoſe people, 
I marched with my battalion to that part of the country, 


the latter end of this year, and in perſon examined into 


the paſt and preſent ſtate of every thing reſpecting the 
Mountaineers. 


My enquiries enabled me, in January, to ſubmit to 
the Board the plan for the future regulation and govern- 
ment of the Hills of Rajahmahl, which will be found as 
a Supplement to this Tra&—lIt met with their entire 
approbation, and I received orders to carry it into im- 
mediate execution, as appears from the extracts of the 
Board's and the Governor General's letters to me. (See 
Notes A and B at the end of this IntroduQtion.) 


Having eſtabliſhed the regulations for the Mountaineers, 
and waited to fee the immediate ſucceſs of their firſt ope- 
rations, I marched round to Amar and Sultanabad, 
which had been placed under my authority, and in the 


latter 
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( wu } 
latter of which places, a rebellion had exiſted for ſeveral 
years—As I had taken particular pains to eſtabliſh my 
reputation for public faith among theſe wild uncivilized 
people, as ſoon as Sultanabad was put under my autho- 
rity, the Chief of the inſurgents voluntarily offered to 
ſubmit, and come into me, on my promiſe of ſafety and 
Juſtice, which he did accordingly, and the country im- 


mediately became quiet. 


That country being alſo ſettled on a plan approved by 


the Board, I marched back towards my cantonments at 


Chackye; and on the march I received the Board's or- 


ders to deliver over the charge of the Jungle Terry of 
Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Curruckpoor to the ColleQor 
of Bauglepoor, and to ſend three companies of light in- 
fantry to a& under his orders. 


I immediately obeyed this harſh and unexpected com- 
mand ; but I will confeſs, that from that time I felt a 
hearty diſguſt to the nature of the ſervice I was employ- 
ed on, and therefore earneſtly applied to be removed 
from that ſtation, and ſent up to the army in the field, 
or any other place where my corps might be uſeful. 


During this year nothing material occurred, the coun- 
try under my authority being in a ſtate of perfe& peace 
and obedience. At the commencement of this year, I 

completed 
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completed and ſent to Mr. Haſtings, the little Tract to 
which this ſerves as an introduction. 


Sultanabad and Amar being completely ſettled and 
quiet, were reſtored to the Ranny of Rajahſhy; there 
then remained, under my management, _—_ the Jun- 


gle Terry Guidore and Curruckdea. 


It being at length reſolved to ſend the battalion of 
light infantry up to the aſſiſtance of the Ranah of Gohud; 
Curruckdea and Guidore Jungle Terry were put in charge 
of the Collector of Ramgur, on whole diſtri& they bor- 
dered : and in June the light infantry marched out of 
the Jungle Terry by way of the Curruckdea paſs. 


On this occaſion, I had the ſatisfaction of knowing 
how acceptable my conduct had been to theſe people, 
by the concern which they ſhewed at my departure, and 
the reſpectful and affectionate attendance of ſeveral of 
the Zemindars as far as Ghyah in Bahar. To which, I 


beg leave to add a ſtill more recent teſtimony, ſo late 


even as the year 1785, when, upon the Collector of 
Ramgur viſiting Chackye and Curruckdea, the Zemin- 
dars of thoſe diſtrits waited upon him, and prefenting 
the Sunnuds which they had received from me, declared 
that they required nothing further than a confirmation 
of the ſettlement which I had made. 


In 


Note A. 


(ix) 


In the endeavours which I have here uſed to reſcue 
my humble labours from oblivion, I ſolemnly declare 
that I have no wiſh to detract from the merit of my ſuc- 


ceſſor, Mr. Clevland, for whom I had the ſincereſt af- 


fection. I am truly concerned that his death puts it 
out of my power to receive the addition of his teſtimo- 
ny, which I know he would molt chearfully have given, 
to what I have ſaid; for his virtues and abilities were as 
much above requiring the ſtolen decoration of another's 


merit, as his honour and N were above accepting 
them. 


Extract from the Supreme Council's Letter to Captain 
Browne, dated January 27, 1778. 


„WE entirely approve of your conduct, and of the 


« plans which you have formed for the government of the Hill 


% people. 


„We authorize you to uſe ſuch means as ſhall appear neceſ- 
« ſary for eſtabliſhing the regulations for the Hills.“ 


= 5 Extract 


Note B. 


( x ) 


Extract from the Supreme Council's Letter to Captain 
Browne, dated March 10, 1778. 


« We are much pleaſed with the plan which you recommended 
« of granting Jaghier Iands to the invalid Sepoys, and deſire you 


will carry it into immediate and effectual execution. 


We approve of the plans which you recommend for the ſafety 
% and defence of the Dawks pafling through the Hills.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General, 70 
Captain Browne, dated Fanuary 28, 1778. 


] have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that yeſterday the board: 
% in their revenue department, directed your feveral addreſſes to 
ebe read; your plans are acquieſced in, your meaſures approved, 


* 


and the public communication will be tranſmitted to you. 


„ The board are ſenſible of your care and ability in drawing 
« up theſe propoſals, and it is with particular ſatis faction I have 
« remarked your attention to the cuſtoms and original form of 
40 government amongſt the inhabitants of the hills, in the new 
% propoſed regulations: an indulgence that promiſes the moſt 
1 ſalutary effects in my opinion, at the ſame time that it denotes 


«« your aſſiduity and judicious regard to conciliate their diſpoſitions 
eto dependence.” 


To 


To Tut Hox. WARREN HASTINGS, . """p 


Hon. SIR, 


CONFORMABLY to your orders long 
fince tranſmitted to me, to form and ſend you a deſcrip- 
tion of the country under my authority, with reſpect to 
its natural and political ſlate ; and alſo to recommend the 
moſt effetual plan for its ſubection and future good go- 
vernment—1 have employed every leiſure hour afforded 
me from my military and other avocations, in collecting 
the beſi materials for enablingme to obey your inſtructi- 
ons, and as there are no objects in life which I am more 
bound to purſue, than thoſe which tend to your ſatisfac- 
tion; I have been particularly nice in admitting the ma- 
terials for this deſcription and 7 that I migbt not, at 
ſome future period of my life, have the vexation of re- 
fleting, that I had, in any inſtance, been the cauſe of 
miſleading you; but though I have much reaſon to truſs 
in the authenticity of the materials, I feel the greateſt 
di ſidence, when I confider myſelf in the ſituation of com- 
pounding them into a literary form, before ſo excellent a 
judge as you are of every literary production. I reſt my 
hope of your exempling me, however, from even the ju/ 
ſeverity of criticiſm, in conſideration that obedience to 

C 2 | „„ 4 
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your orders, not the vanity of compoſing, has given birth 
to this performance; and that to write with elegance the 
deſcriptions of countries, which they have only viſited in 
war, has not been the privilege of any but men of the 
moſt exalted capacities : the length of ages, the moſt la- 
borious reſearches of men reſpectively, maſters of the ſe- 
veral arts and ſciences, and the pen of an able compiler 
of thoſe labours, can alone furniſh a compleat deſcription 
of any country : deprived of all thoſe eſſentials, this 
fetch has occaſion for the greateſi indulgence you can 
poſſibly ſhew it. The novelty of the ſubjef is the only re- 
commendation it bas; and all I can urge in my own fa- 
vour is, that I have been forced to collect every material 
by my own. labour, utterly unaſſiſted from beginning to. 
"OR 


The inſtructions you have honoured me with for its ar- 
rangement conſiſted of thirteen articles, but as ſeveral of 
them were immediately relative parts of others, I have re- 
duced the whole under five heads, which include the thir- 
teen compleatly, the order only a little varied. | 


With fincereft gratitude and bigbeſt reſpect, 
| I am; 
Honourable Sir, &c. 


Camp, March 20th, | JAMES BROW NE, 
1779. DT Capt. Light Infantry. 
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ART. I. 
General Geogra- 


ical Outline, 


| 
| 4 | L | 1 
DESCRIPTION or Ts JUNGLE TERRY | 
4 NVA Nine 7 
DISTRICTS, their evenuer, Trade and Govern- 
ment, with a Plan for the Improvement of them. | 
| L-\ 4 a SN | | 
— — * Eeaap te #37 7 — 
r rr nn. 
| 
EE" E JonerLs TERRY Diſtrits are bounded by the plains of 
Bauglepoor and Colgong, and the Ganges on the north. | 
On the north weſt by the Currukpoor Hills. | 
On the weſt by Guidore, and the plains of Bahar. | 
On the ſouth and ſouth weſt by the provinces of Ramgur and | 
Pachete. | 


On the ſouth eaſt by Birboom. 
On the eaſt, by the Rajahmahl Hills. 


On the north caſt, by the Ganges, and part of the Rajahmahl 
Hills. 
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SECTION I. 


ART. II. 


Great Diviſions 
as Provinces, 


6.2. 


In thoſe diſtricts are comprehended the undermentioned Pro- 
vinces, bounded as follows, vix. 


1. CURRUCKDEA, bounded by Ramgur on the weſt, by 
Guidore on the north, by Birboom on the eaſt, by Pachete and 
Ramgur on the ſouth. 


2. BIRBOOM, bounded by Curruckdea on the weſt, by Cur- 
ruckpoor on the north, by Sultanabad and Radſhi on the eaſt, and 
by Pachete on the ſouth. 


3- CURRUCKPOOR, bounded by Guidore and Sircar Mon- 
ghyr on the weſt, by Colgong and Baugl-poor on the north, by 
the Rajahmahl Hills on the eaſt, and by Birboom on the ſouth. 


4. GUIDORE, bounded by the plains of Bahar on the weſt, 
by Curruckpoor on the north, by Curruckpoor and Birboom on 
the eaſt, by Curruckdea on the ſouth, 


5. BAUGLEPOOR, bounded by Curruckpoor, and Sircar 
Monghyr on the weſt, by the plain country and the Ganges on 


the north, by Colgong on the eaſt, and by Curruckpoor on the 


ſouth. 


6. COLGONG, bounded by Bauglepoor on the weſt, by the 


plains and Ganges on the north, by the Rajahmahl Hills on the 
eaſt, and by Curruckpoor on the ſouth. Its greateſt extent from 
north to ſouth, 1s fifty coſs, and from eaſt to weſt ſeventy-ſeven 
coſs. 


Theſe 


L493] 
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AR T. 111, Theſe Provinces are again ſubdivided into Talookas, or ſmall 
Small Divifons, Zemindaries, called Gautwallies, of which there ars in each 


P h Zil- . . 
la's, — reſpective Province as follows. 
and Villages. 


I. 
ZILLA CURRUCKDEA, 


Contains Gautwallies, 30 


vix. Serampour 20 Kiſmee 
Currurbary Kurkaw. 
Paulgunge Doomchauns 
Laidah Paunch Gomah 

5 Luttakie Maſnoodee 
Chuckmungoo 25 Dergong 
Durhettah Kurgaully 
Neckpoorah Pobee 
Uſko- Gommah 

10 Ganday Durndah 
Gorungee 30 Suttgomah 
Baireah' 

Kiſgo 
Jereedee 

15 Corchuttah 
Nodeah 
Burkuttah 
Birnee 
Jerrea 


Alſo Khalſah villages, cultivated, 121. Uncultivated 63. 
Charity villages, 13. Jaghiers 5. 


SECTION 1. 
II. 
PURGUNNAH GUIDORE. 


Zilla of Chackye, containing 


11 Gautwallies, vix. 


Neiz Chackye Chaurgurrah 
Keajury Kewal 
Sylfery Nowaddah 
Simmiriah Tillua 
5 Butpahr 11 Gooteah 
Caringur 


Alſo independent, and excluſive of the Zilla of Chackye, 
nearer to Monghyr, there are under the Jungle Terry Collector. 


3 Gautwallies, vis, 
Doomaree 
Mahaiflery 
Kotownah 


Khalſah villages, none. 


III. 
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CS 7 


m. 
BIER BOOM. 


Under the Collector of the Jungle Terry, 
3 Purgunnahs, vx. Saurhet, containing 39 Gautwallies, 


viz, Bamun Gommah Gautey - 
Luckunpoor Patrole 
Cuchrah Saltore 
Saljure Muſtaar 
5 Foolchar 10 Saldaha 

Bourchundee Goomroo 
Deogur baud | Gurbady 
Dubarah Durrumpoor 
Moderjury Luckneah 

15 Burgooneah 30 Kigeah 
Boorie Doley 
Nooneaud Nuggereah 
Narainpour Chitteah 
Kurnah Rowterah 

20 Baradee 35 Barruah 
Cooljurah Jickty 
Gurſurrah Bagdaw 
Gobindpoor + Biſſenpoor 
Kujerah 39 Gopalpour 

25 Purruah 


Alſo Khalſah villages, cultivated 3. Uncultivated 1. 
Charity villages, 3. 
D PUR” 
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PURGUNNAH DEOGUR, containing 


Gautwallies 15, vis. 


Rooney Belleah 
Saltore Ture 
Simmerah Bonetty 
Tiljury 10 Doomarah 
5 Poonaſley Gummurdeah 
Surryah Cockurah 
Surdaha 
Tarabaud 


| 15 Jaruleah 
Alſo Khalſah villages, cultivated 1. Uncultivated 
and Charity villages dependent on the High Prieſt of Deo Gur, 32. 


PURGUNNAH BELPURTAH. 


Containing 24 Gautwallies, viz. 


Safchellah _ Heracuttah 
Baradabah 15 Chelſapattah 
Pulmah | Kiſhurady 
Singroo Chuch Tuleram 
5 Opubahal Simmerca 
Hautbary Chuch Jagernaut 


ES Po Kajurah 


L 7 3 
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Kajurah 20 Seteram 
Barabauk _ Diggey 
Doomkah Faroſeſimur 

to Aſſinonu Douchah 

Ruſſickpoor 24 Choto 
Dadkah 
Sikarpoor 


Alſo Khalſah villages, cultivated 15. Uncultivated g. 
Charity villages, none. 


There are alſo two Jungle Terry Purgunnahs, under Rajah 
Aſſud Zumma Cawn, viz. 


Koryet and Banaroo 


IV. 


PURGUNNAH CURRUCKPOOR. 


Zilla Jungle Terry, under the Jungle Terry Collector, 
3 Gautwallies, vix. 
Lutchmipoor 
Handway 
and 
Chandan Cuttoreah 
Khalſah villages, cultivated 4. Uncultivated 


Charity villages, none. . 
D 2 With- 


T9 3 
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Withheld by the Renter of Curruckpoor, 


8 Gautwallies, vix. | 
Uſullah' Cock warrah 


Mullipoor SLmmaroon 
Diggie Ludwah 


Mungraar 8 Kewſor 
Khalſah and Charity villages, none. 


PURGUNNAH BAUGLEPOOR, 


Containing 4 Zemindaries, viz. 
Minniharry 
Pert ſundah 
Barkope 
Mundar 


PURGUNNAH COL GONG, 


Containing 1 Zemindary, viz. 


Muddabun 


ART, Iv. CURRUCEDEFA, the Khalſah diſtricts are quite plain, and 
General Face of many of the Gautwallies have more plain than jungle in them; 
the Country and | herd ao 
State of Cultiva- but others are extremely covered with it, and have ſtrong and dans 
— gerous paſſcs, of which that commonly called the Curruckdca 


Paſs 
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ries. 


Communication 
ith other Coun- 


; C9: 


Paſs (but by the country people the Gommah Gaut, as the hills 
it paſſes through are in that Gautwally) is extremely ſtrong. 


The cultivation of the country is ſo much decayed, that it does 
not yield one half of the revenues it did in the time of Comgar 
Cawn, though collected with much greater harſhneſs ; but as IT have 
removed many grievous oppreſſions under which the inhabitants 
laboured, by which means Riots from the neighbouring diſtricts 
are frequently ſettling therez I hope the country will ſoon be 
relieved from its preſent diſtrefſed fituation, to which it has been 
reduced, partly by the deſtruction of its Riots by the famine of 


17750, but ſtill more by the oppreſſion of its annual farmers, 
_ whole poſſeſſions being merely temporary, they were induced to 


make the moſt of their time, and as they had not force to inter- 
fere with the Gautwallies, the burthen fell on the Khalſah diſtrias. 
Its communications with other diſtricts are, with the diſtrict of 
Mey, by the Gommah and Singher paſſes, with Ramgur by the 
Corrumma paſs, and many other roads not diſtinguiſhed by any 
particular names, with Pachete, through Toondy, a high road, 
and with the Jungle Terry diſtricts, by a multitude of roads, 
moſt of them paſſable by field artillery. 


GUIDORE,—the Zilla of Chackye and Gautwalli-s of Du- 
maree, Mahaifferey and Kotowna have a good deal of plain 
country in them, all indeed except the part towards the Chackye 
and Mahaiflery paſles, and part towards the Jungle Terry Cur- 
ruckpoor, which are nothing but rocks and jungles.—The culti- 
vation 1s tolerable, but the greater part of the ſoil too high for 


1 rice; 
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ric: ; here alſo the want of inhabitants, ſince 1770, is heavily com- 
plained of. 


All the communications are with the Jungle Terry diſtricts, 
and paſſable for guns, excepting a communication with the Bahar 
province by the Chackye pats, which is immenſely rocky and 


difficult to get artiliery through, even though not oppoſed. 


_ The Maiſſery paſs is for men and bullocks only, it joins the 
road from Chackye to Curruckdea, with that from Guidore to 
Chackye. 


BIERBOOM,—the ſouthern and ſouth weſtern parts of Saur- 
ret are tolerably plain, and a ſmall part of the Purgunnah of Deo 
Gurr, but all the reſt of this diviſion of the Jungle Terry, is 
entirely Jungle, moſt eſpecially the Purgunnah of Belpurtah, 
which is bordered on the north by the ſouth fide of thoſe hills, 
the northern fide of which is called the Rajahmahl Chain. 


The cultivation 1s far from being high even in the few plains 
which there are, and there has been a ſcarcity of inhabitants ever 


| ſince the famine of 1770. 


The communication of this part with the plain country of 
Bierboom, is by the high road, which extends from the plains of 
Bahar to Soory by the Chackye paſs. 


There is alſo a communication with Radſhahi by way of Ba- 
haroo ;—ſaid to be a pretty good road, and a paſs through the 
hills 
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1 
hills from Futtipoor in Belpurtah, to the road called on the 
maps ** Morriſon's paſs. ? 


All its other roads are to different parts of the Jungle Terry, | 


and paſſable for artillery in general. 


CURRUCKPOOR,—all the Gautwally lands are very jungley, 
and in particular thoſe of Luchmipoor; the prodigiouſly thick 
bamboo jungles which cover moſt parts of it, and are beſides 
interperſed with ſmall rivers, hills and rocks, render the paſting 
through them where occupied by the enemy, very hazardous, as 
they fire on you from all ſides, without your ſeeing them, or 
being able to annoy them in return in any adequate degree. 


The northern parts bordering on the Khalſah lands, are in 
many parts tolerably plain. 


The Khalſah lands are plain, but great part of them have never 
been cultivated, whether from the badneſs of the ſoil, or an abori- 
ginal want of the inhabitants, Icannot decide; and in conſequence, 
are grown over with long graſs jungles. 


The want of cultivation and inhabitants is leſs viſible in the 
Gautwally of Luchmipoor, than in moſt other parts of theJungle 
Terry; becauſe Jagernaut Deo, and his predeceflors, were always 
powerful enough to keep off the oppreſſions of Tuſſeldars and 
Farmers ; and of courſe were enabled to ſhew ſome indulgence 
to the Riots, in times of natural calamity.—But the Khalſah 

I | | lands 
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[ 2 ] 
lands by the incurſions of the hill robbers, and alſo thoſe of the 
Jungle Chiefs, are almoſt an entire deſart. 


All the communications are with the other diſtricts of the 
Jungle Terry, and paſſable to field artillery, excepting the one 
called Morriſon's paſs, which leads from Jumnee, and enters the 
ſouth-weſt angle of the cluſter of hills, called the Rajahmahl hills, 
near a village called Dowdaund, about thirteen coſs, E.N.E. of 
Luchmipoor ; this paſs leads to Patchwarrah in Sultanabad, which 
is twenty-one coſs diſtant only, and is a road by which the 
Mahrattahs once entered Bengal. 


BAUGLEPOOR and COLGONG,—all the inhabited parts 
of both theſe diviſions (excepting the cluſter of hills called the 
Rajahmahl Hills) are plain, unleſs it be a narrow ſtrip extending 
along the foot of thoſe hills, and poſſeſſed by a number of the 
Chokeydarry Gautwalls, 'whoſe buſineſs is to keep the hill 
people from making deſcent, but they do it to little effect. The 
hills themſelves have many vallies between them, but the only 
parts cultivated are the ſides of the hills.—lt is an error to ſup- 
poſe thoſe hills form a chain, and have any connection with other 
hills; they are a cluſter of hills ſurrounded by the flat country, 
as an iſland is by the ſea. 


The paſs, by which Mr. Holwell ſays that the Mahrattah 
Chief Balaje Row, entered Bengal from the plains of Colgong, 
is ſit uated in the Toppah of Minneharry; it is called Choonteah, 


and enters the hills near the village of Mowarrah, from hence to 


Mudguah, which lies in the vally between the Minneharry and 
Rajahmahl 
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Rajahmahl Hills, is nine coſs;:, at Mudguab is a lake of water ; 
from thence after paſſing the remainder of that valley, you aſ- 
cend by a very good road the Rajahmahl Hills, and come into the 
plains weſt of Nagaſarbang by the paſs called Chowndy; the 
neareſt village is called Nowgyh. 


Mr. Holwell's ſpeaking of this march as a difficult atchieve- 
ment, 1s matter of ſurprize to me; as by the accounts of many 


people with whom 1 have converſed, and who were reſidents on 


the ſpot at the time of the paſſage of Balajee Row's troops, the 
road was then ſo well known and frequented, that the Bi parries 
uſed to drive their loaded bullocks through it, to avoid the duties 
paid at Tilleagurry.—They further ſay, that the man who con- 
ducted the Mahrattah's from Colgong through the hills, was one 
of the Chokeydars of Minneharry, and that his name was Du- 
dunſing.—Mr. Holwell ſays he was a peaſant of Colgong, and 
that Balajee Row gave him a lack of rupees reward; this is 
not confirmed by the people in this quarter, for they ſay the man 
died ſome time after very poor near Oudwa Nullah. 


It is with the greateſt deference I venture to offer the correc- 
tion of ſo reſpectable an authority as Mr. Holwell ; but the very 
minute local knowledge I have acquired of thoſe countries, by 
ſeveral years reſidence in them, and the perſonal knowledge I have 
of the people themſelves, who have refided here all their lives, 
makes me think that the information I have proceeded on, is ſuch 
as Mr. Holwell would have preferred to any other, had the object 
been of conſequence enough to induce him to ſearch for it. 


=. The 
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The cultivation of theſe two diviſions is moſt wretched; ex- 
cepting a little towards the high roads, which is thinly inhabited, 
you ſee nothing but immenſe deſolate plains; from the ſame 
cauſes as have been before given, reſpecting the other diſtricts. 


The hills do not produce enough for their inhabitants, which 
is a principal cauſe of their depredations. 


All the communications of theſe diſtricts both with the plain 


countries of Bauglepoor and Colgong, and with the Jungle 
Terry, are good and paſſable to artillery. 


8 EC. 
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THE groſs revenues of theſe countries as they ſtood in the year 


1777, are as follows : 


CURRUCKDEA _ — Son Rupees 15535 14 5 
GUIDORE — — — 4583 10 16 
BIER BOOM — — — about 24000 © © 
Cunnvckyoor — _ — 9998 2 10 


BAUGLETOOR and 


Col o }2068; 12 5 


Total 74801 7 16 


It appears to me, however, that this revenue is more than the 
Diſtrict can well afford to pay, leaving ſuch a decent proviſion for 
the Zemindars and their families, as ſhall make them ſatisfied 
with the government they live under, and above the neceſſity of 
encouraging and ſharing in robberies—Becauſe there is no influx 
of money to the country from trade, in the leaſt equal to the ſum 
taken in the collections; two-thirds of the traffic being the ex- 
change of ſuch articles as the Jungles produce, for other neceſſa- 
ries of life, which are only to be had by importation, ſo that the 
balance of money is conſtantly increaſing againſt them, and they 
are often obliged to borrow at a high rate of intereſt to pay their 


rents. The moſt improvable part is the Jungle Terry of Baugle- 


poor and Colgong, which lying near the Ganges, have the means 
of diſpoſing of the produce of their country in whatever manner 
they pleaſe. The remedy for this decreaſe of money will be point» 


ed out in the fifth Section. | 
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1 46 | 
S ECD T 1.0 N III. 


WITH reſpect to the productions which the Jungle Terry has 
in common with the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, nothing 
more need be ſaid, than that in general the cultivation of rice, 


though not very conſiderable, is the ſource from whence the 


greater part of the rents are paid; excepting in the Jungle Terry 
of Bauglepoor and Colgong, where they have very fine and plenti- 
ful crops of wheat and of ſngar-cane.—The crops raifed for their 
own conſumption, are of different kinds of ſmall grain, of which 
the following are but little known in the plain countries, 


CODO—a' ſmall red grain, which ſells five maunds for a rupee. 
The maund here is very ſmall. 


GOONDLEY—a ſmall blackiſh grain, which ſells four maunds 


for a rupee. 


BORAH—a ſmall kind of white bean, which ſells two maunds 


and a half for a rupee. 


JENORAH—the grain we call Indian corn, ſells four maunds 


for a rupee. 


KAIREE—another ſmall whitiſh grain like the codo, ſells four 
maunds for a rupee. | 


MUR- 
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MURRUAH—another ſmall reddiſh grain, ſells four maunds for 


a rupee. 


The other articles which are turned to the purpoſes of trade, 
and are peculiar to the Jungles, are the following : 


MOWAH—This is the fruit of a large tree, not very unlike 
the wallnut- tree; in the month of March and April the fruit is 
ripe, and falls off the tree itſelf ; it is white, about the ſize and 
ſhape of a large grape, but covered with a ſkin much thinner ; it 


is full of a ſtrong, ſweet, intoxicating juice, which has alſo a 


ſmell like hartſhorn ; the natives eat it both ripe, and dried like 


a raiſin; they alſo diſtil a very ſtrong ſpirit from it, and the Bipar- 


ries who purchaſe it, carry it into the plain countries for the pur- 
poſe of diſtillation. Its common price 1s five annas per maund.. 


IRON—Of this they have two kinds, one which is dug out of 
the earth in ſmall pieces, the other is picked out of the ſands at 
the bottom of the rivers ; the quality is ſo indifferent that it re- 
quires upon an average four maunds of the ore to make one maund 
of iron, and that, after all, is but coarſe ; it is made by melting 
in the uſual manner, and 1s then formed into codallies, plough- 
ſhares, and ſmall piggs; the codallies, Which are the beſt kind of 


iron, are five rupecs per maund. 


DAMMAH—This is a ſpecies of roſin produced from the tree 
called Suckuah, and is procured in the following manner : In July, 
Auguſt, and September, the bark of the old trees is cut off in 
three or four places all rouad, and the rofia, which flows ſpon- 

taneouſly, 
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taneouſly, is collected by the natives ſix or ſeven days after the 


inciſion, and dried, which is the whole of the proceſs ; it ſells 
for three annas per maund. 


KUTT—This article, which is eaten with betle, is procured 
in the following manner—There 1s a ſmall ſhrub called Kyre, 
about the ſize of the babool- tree; the branches and body of this 
ſhrub they cut in ſhort pieces, and after paring away the bark and 


wood, the ſap, or pith in the middle, is put into a quantity of 
water and boiled for a conſiderable time, till the water is almoſt 


conſumed; it is then of a browniſh colour, and about the conſiſt- 
ency of glue; they then pick out the pieces of pith, and again 
boil the liquor till it is thick enough to form into cakes, after 
which it is expoſed to the ſun and wind till it becomes hard. It 


ſells for two rupees eight annas per maund. 


TEKOOR This is made from the root of the Jungle Huldee, 


or Turmerick- plant; this root being bruiſed very fine is put into a 


quantity of water, and left for two or three days, when the part 
which conſtitutes the Tekoor ſubſides to the bottom, the reſt 
ſwims; the water is then poured off, and the ſediment is expoſed 
to the ſun till it becomes a fine dry powder. It is ſold for two 
rupees, eight annas per maund. 


TUSSUR—This is a coarſe ſpecies of ſilk, produced by a kind 
of ſilk- worm natural to theſe Jungles, whoſe food is the leaves of 
a ſmall tree called Aſſin; the people who look after the cultivation, 
about the latter end of June, expoſe the eggs preſerved from the 
preceding brood upon the leaves of that tree ; after this, when the 


Worms 
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worms are grown pretty large, they carry them to other trees of 
the ſame ſpecies, but which have been previouſly prepared for 
ſhooting out young leaves, by breaking off the old: by the months 
of October and November the worms have ſpun their complete 
quantity, when the natives gather the concons, and fell them 
without further preparation, taking care to preſerve as many as 
will furniſh eggs for the ſucceeding year. They ſell the beſt kind 


for two rupees eight annas the cawan, or one thouſand two hun- 
dred and cighty concons. 


It may be a queſtion worth aſking, whether, if the growth of 
the Mulberry-tree could be effected in thoſe parts, this ilk might 


not be improved to as fine a quality as that of Caſſimbuzar? at 
preſent it is exceedingly coarſe. 


ABRUCK— This is a ſpecies of Iſlinglaſs, and is dug out of ſe- 
veral of the hills in the Jungle Terry ; its uſe is for making the 
ſhining powder thrown by the Hindoos during the Hooly ; alſo 
the large ſheets of it for making the lanthorns uſed during the 
Mohrrum, Marriages, &c. It ſells for one rupee per maund. 


In the Diſtrict of Palgunge, there grows a tree called Cooſſum, 
the wood of which is uſed for the upper parts of the ſugar-mills; 
and ſells for eight annas per ſtick, two of which are a load for a 


mall bullock. 


Great quantities of very indifferent ſmall cattle are likewiſe bred 
by the Jungle Terry chiefs, and the ghee produced from them is 


an 
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an article of trade, but to very ſmall amount, the greater part | 
being expended in the country. | 


Theſe are all the produQions peculiar to this country that de- 
ſerve any remark.—There is alſo a good deal of wax produced in 
the Rajahmahl Hills, which the civilization of the Mountaineers 
may 1n time render an article of trade ; but at preſent it is de- 
ſtroyed by their cating the combs, honey, and wax all together. 


The trade of theſe countries is after all very inconſiderable, 
becaule all the articles are amazingly bulky or heavy in propor- 
tion to their value; and there being no navigable river leading 
from or to this country, the whole is forced to be conveyed upon 
bullocks, who ſuffer extremely, and are ſoon deſtroyed by the 
rockineſs and badneſs of the roads; inſomuch that I may ſafely 
venture to aſſert, that any merchant of ſufficient conſequence to 
employ agents who ſhould undertake this trade, would be a loſer 
of part of his capital; as I could prove, if I thought it would be 
doubtful after the account I have given of the value of the articles, 
and when it is conſidered that the neareſt market for any goods is 


upwards of fifty coſs from the medium places of purchaſe, which 


diſtance the goods muſt go by land carriage; and that in general 
the value of a bullock load of goods, will ſcarcely defray the 
charges of the bullock and his driver, independent of the impoſi- 
tions of agents, the uncertainty of markets, the damage of goods 
by keeping, and the death and inſolvency of thoſe to whom 
money may be advanced for the providing of goods. 


The 


% 
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The ſole trade carried on at preſent, is by the moſt inconſidera- 
ble Bengallies, who by a complication of ſmall profits, hav- 
ing no expence for agents, and but a ſmall capital to inveſt, are 
enabled to continue their traffick to ſome advantage ; the uſual 
method 1s this,—one of the family fixes his reſidence at one of 
the capital villages in the Jungle Terry, and himſelf inſpects the 
preparation of the goods; the reſt live at their proper reſidence, 
either in Bengal or Bahar, where they purchaſe at the firſt hand 
the goods wanted by the Jungle people; they drive their own 
bullocks to the place where the goods are ready prepared by the 
relation, who acts as factor in the Jungles, where the cargo 18 
by barter ſold to great advantage; the cargo of Jungle commodi- 
ti-s received, is then carried to Bahar or Bengal in the ſame man- 
ner, and there again bartered for a ſecond inveſtment for the ſame 
market, or ſold at a conſiderable profit for ready money. This 
double profit, unburthened with any charges, and ſo rapidly com- | 
pleated, accounts for the trade being as advantageous to theſe 
ſmall traders, as it would be deſtructive to one who attempted it 


on any other terms. 


The articles imported, are cloth, oil, ſalt, tobacco, betle nut 
and leaf, pepper, garlick, aſſafætida, opium, and all the com- 


mon ſpices, but in ſmall quantities -—turmurick, wheat, dawl, 


flour, and many other ſmall articles not worth mentioning. 


F 8 Cs 
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THE country is at preſent in a ſtate of tranquillity, partly 


Preſent political owing to the ill ſucceſs of their late military attempts, but ſtil 


State of the Coun- 


more to an attentive management of the leading men who have 
ſubmitted to our arms, and reconciling them to their ſubjection; 
the country is under the beſt regulation imaginable, as to the ſafety 
of the public roads, hitherto almoſt totally obſtructed; which 
has been effected by nothing more than enforcing their ancient 
ſyſtem, the beſt calculated for this country of any government 
whatever, and of which I will now give fome account. 


All theſe Jungle Terry Gautwalls, were formerly ſubje& to 
the ſeveral Rajahs, to whoſe territories their Gautwallies belong - 
ed; they paid a ſlight tribute in token of feodal obedience, and 
were bound to oppoſe all invaſions, (principally from the ſouth) 
to attend their Rajahs when ſummoned, with all their fol- 
lowers in arms, and to be refponſible for every violence and 
irregularity committed in their reſpective boundaries: their fol- 
lowers are ſtill bound by the ſame feodal ties to them, and have 
lands for feodal ſervices; nothing can be conceived more abſolute 
than the authority of theſe chiefs over their vaſſals; the fear of 
death even, when ſeized on in war, is not ſufficient to force from 
them the diſcovery of any ſecret reſpecting their chief, his family, 
or property. In the late war I experienced the greateſt difficulties 
from this ſtubborn attachment; but I could never avoid admiring 


the 
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the honour and ſpirit of ſome of thoſe who threw them in my 


way. 


When the ſeveral Rajahs on whom all theſe Gautwalls depend- 
ed, began to decline, the Gautwalls became licentious, —every one 
was his own maſter,—they went to war among themſelves on 
family quarrels, or thoſe ref pecting boundaries: at laſt utter anar- 
chy enſuing, all thoſe who had the greateſt force plundered their 
neighbours, who reimburſed themſclves again, by attacking, like 
beaſts in the ſtate of nature, thoſe who were weaker than them. 
The natural conſequences of this, were both licentiouſneſs and 
poverty, ſtarving among themſelves ; the lower claſſes of people 
began plundering the plain country and high roads, in which 
they were, I believe, not unfrequently encouraged by their chiefs, 
who alto withheld the tribute which government demanded of 
them, as poſſeſſing thoſe territories on Which their Gautwallies 
depended; their outrageous enormities compelled government to 
ſend the battalion of light infantry agaiuſt them, which after a 
long ſtruggle, has brought them into that ſtate of dependence, 
which they formerly had on their feodal Lords ; at the ſame time 
that a much higher tribute is levied on them. This latter circum- 
ſtance may be proper enough as a badge of their ſubjection after 
rebellion, and to be continued for a time, but not long enough 


to alienate their affections from the ſtate, 


Almoſt all the Gautwalls of the Jungle Terry, and a great 
many of the inhabitants, are of a tribe called Buyahs, they are 
looked upon as but a low caſt by the Hindoos of any rank and 
knowledge, though the chiefs do not ſcruple to wear the Zinnar; 

Nato ct 2 from 
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from this ſimilarity of caſt, all the chiefs throughout the country 


were connected by marriage, and from this connection, a general 
union of counſels and arms takes place on all apprehenſions from 
government, or from any foreign enemy.—Their followers are of 
the character of undiſciplined ſoldiery in all countries, turbulent, 
rapacious, and idle, and think their time much better employed 
in plundering cattle, and deſtroying villages, than in cultivating 


their lands. Their attachment to their chiefs is extreme, as has 


been obſerved before.—They are armed with good matchlocks, 
ſwords and targets, very few bows and arrows being uſed in theſe 
Jungles; and their method of fighting is by ambuſcades in the 
woods, where they fire upon their enemy unperceived; but I have 
heard they ſometimes fight pretty cloſely among themſelves.— 
They have alſo many forts, but now they know better than to 
rely on them againſt our troops. With reſpect to the admini- 
ſtration of juſtice, there appears to have been none, till the country 
was put under my in ſpection, but the Zemindary courts in each 
Zemindary, ſomething like our ancient courts of Barony : here 
the Zemindars decided all cauſes civil and criminal, and proceeded 
to capital puniſhments even without appeal ; though they ſeem 
to have puniſhed capitally only in caſes of murder, theft, adultery, 
fornication and witchcraft; in all which caſes when the fact was 
doubtful, the ordeal trial by fire or water was firſt undergone, and 


decided on the guilt or innocence of the party. 


As long as theſe people are armed and poſſeſſed of a country 
in itſelf as ſtrong as a fortification, as long as the feodal ſyſtem 
prevails, ſo long will the Zemindars and inhabitants of the Jun- 


gle Terry poſſeſs the means of raiſing diſturbances whenever 
diſſatisfied 


SECTION 4. 


( 25 ) 
diffatisfied with government. The queſtion which muſt natur ally 


. ariſe upon this is: Would it not then be proper to diſarm them, 


and break the feodal dependence?“ Were I to anſwer the queſtion 
it ſhould be with the ſtrongeſt negative, and my reaſons would be, 


1. Becauſe their being diſarmed is what they would oppoſo 
almoſt at the price of their total extirpation. 


2. Becauſe if you did ſucceed in difarming them, you would 
thereby uncover your whole frontier towards the Mahrattahs, the 
natural enemies of this ſtate, who might be oppoſed to great ad- 
vantage by theſe feodal ſoldiers if attached to our intereſts ; but if 
diſarmed and utterly diſguſted, their places muſt be ſupplied by 
regular troops, of whom a prodigious: force would be neceſſary 
to guard the principal paſſes, and after all, ineffectual, ſince none 
but the natives of that country can exiſt in thoſe diſmal un- 
wholeſome mountains and jungles in which the paſſes are im- 
mediately ſituated ; and if they could, they would be eternally 
liable to ſurprize and deſtruction, while the hatred of a whole 
people attended them; whereas it ſeems to me, that a proper 
management of thoſe people, would make them as uſeful ſubjects 
as any belonging to the ſtate. 


3. Becauſe the abſolute authority given by the feodal ſyſtem, 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary, for the readily aſſembling and diſtri- 
buting for defence, this armed Peaſantry; and the apprehenſion 
of all kind of offenders with the greateſt expedition, in a country 
where the uſual modes of juſtice are ſo eaſily defied or evaded ; 


and alſo, that the devoted attachment that they have to their 


I | chiefs, 
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chiefs, enables you by.conciliating them to your intereſt, to ſecure 
the whole diſtrict. | 


If I be aſked what ſhould then be done, I anſwer, correct the 
bad, and improve the good parts of the preſent ſyſtem, rather 
than overturn the whole to erect a new one, which, though per- 
haps better in ſpeculation, would be attended with more evil in 
its eſtabliſhment, than would ever be compenſated by all the good 
it could be capable of producing. 


I will in the next Section point out, what to my judgment ap- 
pears the beſt mode of effecting this improvement. 


ART, II. It may afford ſome relief from ſo dry and unentertaining a 
er of the detail, to give in this place, the characters of ſome of the moſt 
principal Chiefs. ; . : : : 
remarkable chiefs in theſe jungles, eſpecially as the account is 


founded on my perſonal knowledge of them all. 


It may not be improper here to obſerve, that the higheſt title 
given to the Buyah Zemindars, who are the original heads of 
families, is that of Tekoit; ſecond ſons or younger brothers of 
Tekoits, (even though they have founded new Zemindaries, or 
are become ever ſo powerful) are only ſtiled Takoors, and all 
the younger branches, are denominated Baboos.—Tt is true, their 
ſuperior lords have ſometimes flattered ſome of them, with the 
title of Rajah (as thoſe of Serampoor and Palgunge for inſtance) 
but their own tribe pay but little regard to it, and think that not 
being ancient, it conveys no honour to the poſſeſſor.— The 


general characteriſtic of theſe chiefs, is a great ſhare of family 
| and 
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and perſona! pride, a high veneration for military atchievements, 


particularly thoſe, wherein perſonal ſkill and bravery have ap- 


peared. —In war they fight with the ſame arms, and almoſt naked 


as well as their ſoldiers, and partake with them of every kind of 
hardſhip and danger.—This may ſuffice for their general char- 
acters :—as to the particular ones, I ſhall arrange them according 
to the diviſions to which they belong, as has been done with all 


the other articles, and not by the ſcale of their perſonal or terri- 


torial importance; the number of thoſe whoſe characters I ſhall 
inſert, will bear no proportion to the multitude of petty Zemin- 
dars in theſe diſtricts; but in the Jungle Terry, as well as in 
more civilized ſtates, there are but few characters of any great 
weight or influence, whom the bulk of the ſociety ſeem to have 
been merely created to follow. 


e . 


LOLMUN MAH TOO, —as the Foujdaar of this place, is at 
the ſame time a native, and a Zemindar of it: I ſhall mention him 


firſt. 


This man's name is Lolmun; to which is added the title, 


Mahtoo, ſignifying Dewan, among the Jungle chiefs. He is by 


birth a Gwallah, and was formerly Mahtoo to Miguelſing, the 
Zemindar 
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Zemindar of Gomah, at that time no very conſiderable family: 


when Camgar Cawn firſt attempted the conqueſt of Curruckdea, 
he was oppoſed for two years by Durrumdeo, the Zemindar 
of Sutgomah, lying weſt of the Curruckdea Paſs; who had 
then two thouſand men under his authority, whoſe Zemindary 
commanded the entrance into the paſs: however, the great mi- 
litary reputation of Comgar Cawn, and the force he commanded, 


led every one to believe he would certainly make a conqueſt of 


Curruckdea at laſt; on this occaſion Lolmun adviſed his maſter 
Miguelſing, to go over to Comgar Cawn, and conduct him into 
the country by another road, (the Singher Paſs) which would 
eſtabliſh him in his favour for ever; whereas, by joining in the 
reſiſtance, he muſt ſooner or later ſhare in the general ruin: his 
maſter followed his advice, went over to Comgar Cawn, conduct- 
ed him into the country, which was conquered, and for his ſer- 
vices received ſeveral Jaghiers, had his Zemindary at a very low 
rent, and Sunnuds granting him one anna on every rupee collected 
in the whole Zilla of Curruckdea, which he {till holds.—Lolmun . 
had alſo ſeveral Jaghiers granted to him, and was appointed Fonj- 
daar of the Zilla, which office he has held with little interruption 
for twenty-five years: he is an old man, of conſiderable abilities, 
conſidering his origin, is perfectly verſed in the revenues of that 
Zilla, has a conſiderable ſhare of perſonal courage, and ſome 

military knowledge acquired under Comgar Cawn; but at the 
ſame time he is artful, rapacious, and little to be relied on in 
point of veracity :—but his local knowledge of the country and 
revenues, the weight he has among the Zemindars, from the 
length of time he has held this office, and the confidence placed 


in him by Comgar Cawn, render him by far the fitteſt man for 
collecting 
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collecting that diſtrict, provided he is under the inſpection of 
a perſon capable of judging for himſelf, avoiding the influence of 
his miſrepreſentations, and preventing the effects of his rapacity, 
his private piques againſt particular families, and his partiality 
towards others, particularly that of Gomah. I believe this man 
was a principal adviſer in the meaſure of affording Jagernaut Deo 


ſhelter, when he fled to Curruckdea in 1773: alſo in that of 
_ uniting the Zemindars of that diſtri in the ſcheme of aſſiſtiug 


him with men, &c. to attempt the expulſion of my battalion in 
1775; a conſciouſneſs of this made him prepare for flight, when 
I went to Curruckdea in March 1775; but as I foreſaw that a 
general ruin of the Zilla would follow my then expreſſing my 
reſentment, I wrote him to return, aſſured him of my protection 
and favour, and on his coming in, confirmed him 1n his office and 
privileges; whereby that diſtrict was kept quiet for that time, 
and he by his office, retained within my reach, whenever I ſhould 
chuſe to call him to account. 


TEEK OTT PERMAISHER SING, the Zemindar of Gomah, 
is ſon of Miguel Sing, mentioned above; his family was not ori- 


| ginally very conſiderable, nor are his abilities, but the weight 
given to him by the favour of Comgar Cawn, the having Lolmun 
a ſervant of his family, at the head of the collections, together 


with his Jaghiers and other privileges, make him now of confi- 
derable conſequence ; his father was related to the uncle of Ja- 
gernaut Deo by marriage, and this zealouſly attached him to his 
intereſt; but the great advantages he enjoys from Government, 
will prevent his ever breaking out in diſobedience as long as they 


are in his poſſeſſion. 


G TEKOIT 
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TEKOIT BAHADER SING,—next in ſituation to Gomah, is 
the Zemindar of Currurbarry, Behader Sing; his diſtri border- 
ing immediately on the eaſt, as Gomah does on the weſt, of the 
Khalſah lands of Curruckdea: he is himſelf a youth of no 
great parts, but his Dewan is accounted a man of great capacity, 
and by his means his maſter's conſequence among the Zemindars 


1s pretty conſiderable, by keeping him cloſely connected with 


Lolmun and the Gomah family; his relation to Jagernaut Deo 
is through the family of Laidah, (the Zemindar of which is a 
couſin of Bahader Sing's,) whoſe daughter was married in the 
year 1775 to Jagernaut Deo; alſo through the ſame relation to the 


houſe of Serampoor. 


TEKOIT DUBRA] SING,—on the ſouth and eaſt of Cur- 
rurbarry, is the Zemindary of Laidah, of which the Zemindar is 
Dubraj Sing.—He 1s a. man of very moderate talents, and his 
Zemindary but ſmall ; however, he is ſupported by his connections 
by marriage, with the families of Serampoor and Currurbarry ; 
through the intervention of the former of theſe, he in October 


1773, gave his daughter in marriage to Jagernaut Deo, which has 
rendered him a firm adherent to him. 


RAJAH BISSAN SING,—eaſt and a little to the northward 
of eaſt fron: Laidah, is the Zemindary of Serampoor, the Zemin- 
dar of which place, whoſe name is Biflan Sing, is called Rajah ; 
which title was given and rendered hereditary, both to him and 
to the Zemindar of Palgunge, by ſome of the Rajahs of Soor, 
on occaſion of thoſe Gautwalls performing ſome particular ſer- 
vices for them.—The character of this man ſcems of a very ex- 


traordinary 
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traordinary nature, for though he has ſo little capacity as not to 


be able to tranſact any buſineſs, and his Zemindary is extremely 


il regulated, yet he has a pretty conſiderable political weight in 


the country, and was the principal man in the late conſpiracy in 


favour of Jagernaut Deo, to. whoſe ſon the daughter of Biflan 
Sing is married; yet at the ſame time, he has not had for many 
years ſufficient authority to enforce the payment of a rupee from 
Cunſhun Sing, for the Talook of Deopoor, which is one-eighth 
part of the Serampoor Zemindary. The Zemindary of Seram- 
poor 13 a large one, and tolerably well cultivated. 


 RAJAH SUBERAN SING,— ſouth and ſouth-weſt from 
Serampoor, is the Zemindary of Palgunge, of which Suberan 
Sing is Zemindar, as I before obſerved, with the title of Rajah : 
his character is not much known, but looked on as ſacred, being 
High Prieſt to the Temples on the Mountain of Pariſnaut, ſituated 
on the ſouth ſide of Palgunge, which Mountain allo. enabled his 


father to evade the arms of Comgar Cawn, by hiding himſelf and 


his effects there, and this hold inclines him to be prone to diſobedi- 
ence. He has not any family conneQion with the houſe of Seram- 
poor, but they have always been of the ſame counſel, perhaps, owing 
to the friendſhip arifing from the reciprocal good offices which their 
vicinity has enabled them to render to each other in times of calami- 


ty; and this connection of friendſhip led him to join indirectly with 


the Serampoor Rajah, and his party, in favour of Jagernaut Deo. 
Theſe five houſes have always kept up a good intelligence with 
Lolmun Mahtoo, and he has often employed them to his own 
advantage, both in peace and war; ſometimes they have differed, 
but it has ſoon been adjuſted; the whole Government of the 
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diſtrict is left to an uncle of the Rajah's, whoſe name is Toolſey 
Sing, a man equally able and turbulent, and by whoſe advice 
every thing is done. | 


TEKOIT JESSMONT DEO,—on the weſtern boundary of 
Curruckdea, below the paſs, is fituated the Zemindary of Sutgo- 
mah, of which Jeſſmont Deo is Zemindar, who is a man of a 


_ tolerable ſhare of capacity and courage. This Zemindary was 


once the moſt conſiderable in the whole Zilla. Comgar Cawn, 
who formed the deſign of taking the whole Zilla of Curruckdea 
into his own hands, began by collecting a tribute from the Sutgo- 
mah Zemindar; this he refuſed to ſubmit to, and prepared to op- 
poſe Comgar Cawn's entrance into Curruckdea, of which, as I 
have ſaid, this Zemindary was the weſtern boundary; the ſtrength 
of the paſſes, and the aid given to him by the other Zemindars, 
enabled him to defeat the deſigns of Comgar Cawn for near two 
years; when the Gomah Zemindar joining Comgar Cawn, con- 
ducted him into the country by another paſs, it was ſubjected, and 
the Zemindar of Sutgomah was obliged to ſubmit, and become 
tributary. He was however, pardoned, and allowed to hold his 
Zemindary: ſometime after, Comgar Cawn being confined by 
Rajah Ramnarain at Patna, a Foujdaar was fent on the part of 
the latter to collect his revenues. The Sutgomah Zemindar from 
reſentment againſt Comgar Cawn, joined the Foujdaar, and diſco- 
vered to him the places where Comgar Cawn had ſecreted his 
wealth, which was ſeized on.—But Comgar Cawn ſoon after eſ- 
caping from priſon, and having already prepared by private letters 
every thing for driving out the Foujdaar, the very day he arrived, 


he ſeized on all the paſſes round Curruckdea, and ſent the Foujdaar 


word, 
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word, that he would ſuffer him to eſcape on no other condition, 


than that of his delivering the Zemindar of Sutgomah and his 
ſon into his hands: the Foujdaar to ſave himſelf, acquieſced in 


the propoſal ; and wrote Comgar Cawn to be near a certain paſs 
called Singhar, and he would then ſeize on the Sutgomah Zemin- 
dar, and deliver him up. He accordingly requeſted the Sutgomah Ze- 
mindar to eſcort himout of that paſs ; the other not having any ſuſpi- 
cion of treachery from a man to whom he had been ſo ſerviceable, 
conſented to the propoſal; and when the Foujdaar approached the 
paſs, he ſeized on the Zemindar and his ſon, and delivered both 
into the hands of Comgar Cawn, who thereupon let him paſs.— 
Comgar Cawn kept both father and fon in confinement for above 
two years, and by repeated threats and promiſes, extorted almoſt 
all his wealth from the former, in hopes of ſaving his life; after 
which he put both to death, and collected the Zemindary Khaſs : 
in this ſtate it remained for near three years, till the preſent 
Zemindar Jeſſmont Deo, ſecond fon to the one who was cut off, 
collecting a number of people together from the ſeveral Zemindars 
in his intereſt, entered the Zemindary of Sutgomah, drove out 
the force ſtationed in the fort by Comgar Cawn, and laid the 
country waſte all round. Comgar Cawn from a ſenſe of his 
injuſtice to this family, and to prevent loſs and delay in contend- 
ing with ſuch a kind of enemy, ſuffered him to make propoſals, 
which he accepted, and eſtabliſhed him in his Zemindary; the 
greateſt hatred has ever ſince ſubſiſted in this family againſt Lol- 
mun and the Gomah family, both of whom they conſider as en- 
riched by their treachery to the Sutgomah houſe, in joining 
Comgar Cawn. | 


TEKOIT 


SECTION 4. 


( 34 ) 
TEKOIT SHEEPDUT SING,—on the ſouth ward boundary 


of Curruckdea, cloſe to that of Ramgur, is ſituated the Zemin- 


dary of Dumchauns, the Zemindar of which is Sheepdut Sing, 


who is the firſt military character of all the Buyah chiefs, having 


always lived with his neighbours in a ſtate of warfare and plunder, 


particularly with the borderers of Ramgur, owing to ancient 
hereditary animoſities, which could ſcarce fail to originate be- 
tween the ſavage borderers of two rival Rajahs,—The ſituation of 


the. country, joined to his diſpoſition, , has given a military turn 


of mind to all his tenants, inſomuch, that on his having any 


project of plunder in view, every man of his Talooka, capable 


of b-aring arms, takes the field with him, to the number as 1s 
ſaid, of five or fix hundred, and he has been known to carry his 


dopredations into the very heart of Pachete ; this character has 
made him always be courted by thoſe who wiſhed at any time to 


raiſe diſturbances, at the ſame time, that it rendered him an of- 
fenſive object to the governors of the diſtrict, who on their fide 
never miſſed any opportunity of mortifying and injuring him, 
particularly Lolmun Mahtoo, who piqued at the little reſpe&t 
ſhewn him by this Gautwall, never failed to point him out as a 


rebel whenever troops were ſent into that Zilla, by which means 


his Talooka was frequently pillaged, but he never ſubmitted or 


came in in perſon, 


In 1768, when an inſurrection took place in favour of Khader 
Buckſh Khan, this Zemindar was the principal man who joined 
him, and animated by his private enmity againſt Lolmun, pro- 
poſed as the firſt hoſtility, the beſieging the fort of Curruckdea, 

of 
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of which Lolmun was then Foujdaar, and at the ſame time 
laying waſte with fire and ſword, the Talooka of Gomah, of 
which Lolmun's original patron was the Zemindar ; the ſcheme 


was approved, and Sheepdut Sing, who was the perſon employed, 
executed it to the greateſt perfection: ſome time after Lolmun 


propoſed to come in to Khader Buckſh Khan, and to make his 
people give up the fort of Curruckdea, which they ſtill continued 
to defend; his offer was accepted, but no ſooner was he in the 
camp of Khader Buckſh Khan, than his old enemy Sheepdut 
Sing propoſed to confine him, and extort from him a ſum of 
money ; this was accordingly done, and the ſum fixed for his 
releaſe, was twenty-eight thouſand rupees, thirtecn thouſand of 
which he paid, and was in confinement for the reſt, when Capt. 
Camac being ſent with his battalion to ſuppreſs thoſe commotions, 
Khader Buckſh Khan fled, and during his flight, Lolmun found 
the means of making his eſcape ; ſoon after he went and offered 
his ſervices to Captain Camac, and revenged himſelf on Sheepdut 
Sing, by repreſenting him (and for once very juſtly) as the 
principal offender 1n that rebellion, which induced that gentleman 
to attack him, deſtroy his fort, and lay his Talooka waſte, in 
which ſtate it remained all the time Captain Camac ſtaid in that 
Zilla, which was five or ſix months; yet during that time, 
Sheepdut Sing would never come in, but carried on ſome negoci- 
ations by his Vakeel, the reſult of which was, his being ſoon 
after permitted to return to his Zemindary on his former footing; 
but the reſentment ſubſiſting between Lolmun and him, has 
never abated; he on his fide refuſing ever to come near the 
Cutcherry, aud Lolmun continually repreſenting him as a villain 
and a rebel; and in the year 1775, on an omiſſion to pay ſome 
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balances of revenue, Lolmun perſuaded Nutty Khan, the then 
farmer, to collect a number of armed men and plunder his 
Talooka, as the beſt way of paying himſelf, which he did, and 
this has of courſe increaſed this Zemindar's enmity, for Lolmun ; 
his peace was again made with Nutty Khan by Vakeel, and he 
returned to his Talooka, a ſhort time before the delivery of the 
Zilla over to my charge; in 1775, Lolmun again made mention 
of him to me, as a man who had been humbled a little, but 
whoſe utter deſtruction was abſolutely requiſite for the peace of 
the country; but as I was cautious of receiving wrong impreſ- 
ſions, I deferred taking any ſteps againſt him till I could prove 
his diſobedience, and ſhortly after, on my promiſe of ſafety, he 


came in to me, and has ever ſince remained peaceable and obedi- 
ent to government, 


TAKOOR CUNSHUN SING,—the Talooka of Deopoor, 
being one-eighth part of the Zemindary of Serampoor, is poſ- 
ſeſſed by this man; it being the portion allotted about oue 
hundred years ago, to one of his progenitors, who was the 
younger brother of the then Zemindar, the title of Takoor, im- 
plying the iſſue of the ſecond branch of the family; the preſent 


| Takoor Cunſhun Sing, is a man of leſs capacity than courage and 


integrity, of which he gave proofs, firſt with reſpect to the 
family of Jagernaut Deo, and afterwards to Government, on the- 
following occaſion : the elder ſiſter of Cunſhun Sing being married 
to the father of Durrum Deo, on the expulſion of Jagernaut Deo 
and his family in 1773, the women, children, and property of 
Durrum Deo, were ſecured at Deopoor, where he alſo reſided 
himſelf; and on the general confederacy of the Buyah chiefs, 


Cunſhun 
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Cunſhun Sing ſupplied his proportion of men and atms for the 
attacks made on the ftations of the battalion. In conſequence of 
intelligence received on all theſe points in July 1775, finding all 
my attempts to ſuprize Jagernaut Deo or his party in vain, I 
reſolved to attack their friends and allies ; and as Cunſhun Sing 
had acted with great inſolence, in declaring his determination to 
reſiſt Government, and was in poſſoſſion of a ſtrong fort, I thought 
an attack on hum would be exemplary, and might be decifive, as 
the family of Durrum Deo was in tlie fort; J therefore, by an 
expeditious march of twenty-three coſs, inveſted the fort the 
zoth July, and took it the ſame night; but the garriſon eſcaped 
by favour of the darkneſs; and the number of troops being in- 
ſufficient to ſurround ſo large a ſpace, with little loſs, after 
having kept up a conſtant fire from nine in the morning till 
twelve at night, I deſtroyed the fort, and all the villages and 
grain in the diſtri, after which J delivered it in charge to the 
Serampoor Rajah; both with deſign to keep Cunſhun Sing out 
effectually, and alſo to encreale the enmity already ſubſiſting be- 
tween him and Biſſan Sing, ſenſible that to ſubjugate theſe people, 
it was firſt neceſſary to divide them; Cunſhun Sing, thus ex- 
pelled, and diſtreſſed by the enmity of the Rajah, was obliged to 
ſubmit, and about the middle of Auguſt wrote me, that if I 
would ſend him Betel, he would deliver himſelf up; this was done, 
and on his arrival, being willing to remove all obſtacles to the 
ſubmiſſion of others, I received him with kindneſs, and only re- 


quiring of him to bring in Durrum Deo, on promiſe of pardon, 


diſmifled him with the diſtinction of a Khelat, and aſſurance of 
future favours on performance of his engagement. Wo, 
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In October he brought in Durrum Deo, and immediately re- 
ſtored to him his Talooka, by virtue of the authority given me 
by Government, to uſe ſuch means as appeared to me moſt adviſe- 
able for the general benefit of the country. It may not be unin- 
tereſting here to relate two circumſtances characteriſtic of the 
honour and reſolution of this man; when the news of the de- 
ſtruction of Deopoor, arrived with Jagernaut Deo, Durrum Deo, 
frightened for the event to his family, went immediately over 
to the Jungles, whether Cunſhun Sing had fled, where he la- 
mented his misfortune, that his only friend ſhould be ruined, 
while thoſe of Jagernaut Deo had eſcaped ; and propoſed imme- 
diately to ſubmit at diſcretion, as a lefler evil, than ſuffering ſuch 
perſecution ; this Cunſhun Sing objected to, and inſiſted on com- 
ing in himſelf; ſaying, that his death would be a ſmaller loſs than 
that of Durrum Deo, and if he was pardoned, who was ſo recent 
an offender, Durrum Deo might then ſubmit with a confidence of 
ſafety, which he accordingly did. The other circumſtance is, 
that on his being ſo well received by me, his friends adviſed him 
to ſtipulate favourable terms for himſelf before he undertook the 
bringing in Durrum Deo; but he rejected their advice, ſaying, his 
ſubmiſſion was amply rewarded by the pardon of his life, and he 
would truſt to the generality of Government for the reward of 
any future ſervices he might perform. 


It is now proper to point out the cauſe of diſagreement between 
him and the Rajah Biſſan Sing. I have before obſerved, that he 
poſſeſſed by family right one eighth of the Zemindary of Seram- 
poor, for which he paid tribute to the Rajah ; about eight years 
ago, he obſcrved to the Rajah, that when this diviſion was given 


ro 
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to his forefathers, their families and expences were fmall ; that 
now his own were very great, and therefore he begged the Rajah 
to give him a larger Talooka ; this the Rajah peremptorily refuſ- 
ed, on which Cunfhun Sing withheld his rents entirely, and by 
means of his fort, and the number of his feodal troops, kept him- 
ſelf utterly independent; this has produced an extreme hatred 
in the Rajah towards him, and the inſults offered by him to 
Cunſhun Sing, when the Talooka was given in charge to him 
by me, have made it reciprocal and mortal. I will now point 
out the uſe to which I think the reſentments of theſe Zemindars 
of Sutgomah, Dumchauns, and Deopoor, may be turned, with 
reſpect to keeping the Zilla of Curruckdea in ſubjection, as alſo 


the ſteps already taken for that end. 


It is evident from the preceding recital, that the Zemindar of 
Sutgomah will readily promote any thing for the humiliating and 
injuring of the Gomah family, or indeed any of the faction of 


Lolmun Mahtoo; the ſame principles, beſides a general love for 


plunder and rapine, actuate the Zemindar of Doomchauns; and 
Cunſhun Sing, it is clear, will give into every meaſure for injuring 
the Rajah of Serampoor. 


The ſteps neceſfary to be taken by Government to avail itſelf 
of theſe diſpoſitions, were to foment their differences, and remove 
any thing that might promote an union of interefts ; this I have 
done, by exempting the two firſt from the duty of one auna paid 
to the family of Gomah ; ſupporting the pretenſions of Cunſhun 
Sing againſt the Rajah of Serampoor, and by ſettling all diſputes 
about boundary, &c. in favour of theſe Zemindars; and as the 
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only general prince! ple likely to unite them to the other Zemindars, 


was to oppoſe any increaſe of rents, and to Lolmun, for his favour 
towards them as Foujdaar; to prevent theſe, their rents are fixed, 
and I have taken the collection of them immediately into my own 
hands ;—they on their parts ſwearing fidelity and feodal ſervices 
to Government, whenever called on: thus I have ſecured the ſer- 
vices of theſe men, by whole intimate knowledge of the country 


and haunts of the others, in caſe of diffaſſeQtion among the reſt of 


the Zemindars, I can injure them more in a month, than other- 
wiſe could be done in an age, by an apprehenſion of which, they 
are held in ſubjection: for they have a proverbial ſaying in great 
repute among them, that Zemindars are ſafe while united, but 
the defection of one will ruin a thouſand ; adverting to the in- 
telligence he can give of their holds for ſecreting their families 
and property. This is all which need to be ſaid of the Jungle 
Terry of Curruckdea. 


GUIDORE,—the Rajh of Guidore was formerly of great 
extent, but the conqueſts made from it by the Rajah of Bierboom, 
and Comgar Cawn, and the independency which theſe wars gave 
the Gautwalls an opportunity of aſſuming, have reduced the pre- 
ſent Rajahs Gopal Sing, and Durrup Sing, to ſo low an ebb, that 
they can ſcarcely recover ſufficient conſequence to be of any 
political weight whatever; I ſhall not therefore ſay any thing of 
them, but ſpeak of the only man of any conſequence now in 
the diſtrict, which is the principal Zemindar of Chackye. 


TEKOIT METNARAIN SING,—is the name of this man; 


and his Talooka, which includes the town and. gaut of Chackye, 


1 being 
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being by far the largeft of ten which compoſe the Zilla, his 


power was proportionably great; and the Rajahs of Guidore 
having no power of late years, received by his influence ſuch a 
tribute as he choſe to pay for himſelf and the other Zemindars,— 
he is an old man, poſſeſſed of low cunning, but little wiſdom or 
reſolution ; on the diſtrict being put under my charge in 1774, 
te fled, and made the reſt follow his example; ſome acts of 
ſeverity brought the others in, and a ſettlement was made, but in 
the beginning of 1775, Metnarain Sing who had fled to Serampoor 
to Jagern ut Deo and the other malcontents, returned with them; 
on his advice, all the other Zemindars of Chackye took up arms 
and joined him, and the whole in conjunction with Jagernaut 
Deo, laid fiege to the redoubt which I built there by the orders of 
Government; ſome time after Metnarain Sing oftered to ſubmit, 
and as he was the firſt of the general confederacy who had done 
ſo, I reſolved to make his example tempting to others; I therefore 
gave him poſſeſſion of his Talooka, and as a puniſhment to the 
reſt for their infidelity, 1 put them all under Metnarain Sing's 
authority, than which nothing could be more offenſive to theſe 
chiefs, who are as tenacious of their independency as the ancient 
Barons ; at the ſame time they dared not revolt, as they knew that 


by Metnarain Sing's intelligence, they would be deprived of a place 


of retreat. 


BIERBOOM, —in this divifion of the Jungle Terry, there is 
not a Zemindar of ſufficient conſequence to produce any conſi- 
derable diſturbance; I thall therefore only ſpeak of two, one re- 
markable for his former oppoſition, the other for his conſtant 


and inviolable attachment to Government. 
BABOO 
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The firſt is BABOO JESSMONT SING, who poſſeſſes the ſmall 
Talooka of Ture, now collected by him as Zemindar; but formerly 


only as agent to Jagernaut Deo, to whom the Rajah of Bierboom 


granted that Talooka; this is the man who held the fort of Ture 
againſt Capt. Brooke in 1773. He is a man of courage, capacity and 
mduſtry, his family have been hereditary fervants to that of Ja- 
gernaut Deo for many ages, many of them killed in that ſervice, 
and have always been diſtinguiſhed for their capacity and fidelity : 
on the acceſſion of Jagernaut Deo, this man and his elder brother 
Biſſumber Sing, were in great confidence; they had the chief 


management of his affairs, and always were his adviſers to keep 


on terms with Government, and ſuppreſs the licentiouſneſs of 


his feodatory chiefs, who taking advantage of his youth, each 


aſſumed an indep-ndency, and committed diſorders in the country, 
which theſe two men foreſaw muſt end in his ruin; the chiefs, 
related to Jagernaut Deo, incenſed at this, reſolved to remove 
them, and about the year 1769, they aſſaſſinated Biſſumber Sing, 
and Jeſſmont Sing only ſaved himſelf by flight, and took ſhelter 
in the fort of Ture. Devoted to the fervice of Jagernaut Deo, he 
defended this fort againſt Captain Brooke, and though he after- 
wards ſubmitted, and was pardoned, yet on the return of Jager- 
naut Deo in 1775, he again took up arms, but would not ſuffer 
Jagernaut Deo to attack the guard of Sepoys, poſted in the Ta- 
looka of Ture, declaring he would oppoſe ſuch an attempt by 
force, as the execution of it would mark him out as a principal 
in this combination, though he in fact only acted in it as a fervant 
to Jagernaut Deo, and had always adviſed his ſoliciting any rea- 
ſonable terms of peace; for he ſaid he only joined him in conſe- 
quence 
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quence of his being reduced to this laſt attempt by neceſſity, no 
terms having ever been offered him, Jeſſmont Sing's country 
was in conſequence of his revolt entirely laid waſte. On the ſub - 
miſſion of Durrum Deo in Oct. 1775, the whole party of Jagernaut 
Deo being reduced to the laſt diſtreſs by military execution carried 
on againſt them, and alſo by the deſertion of one of the principal 
members of the confederacy, Jeſſmont Sing adviſed Jagernaut Deo 
to entreat for terms, and offered to riſk the coming in to me himſelf 
on receipt of Betel, which I granted, notwithſtanding his double 
revolt; being convinced, that by his means I ſhould be enabled 
to ſift the matter of this inſurrection thoroughly, and bring in 
whatever perſons I choſe: whereas a rejection of his ſubmiſſion, 
would have looked like an implacability againſt the whole party, 
which was an apprehenfion I was particularly defirous of remov- 
ing: the event anſwered my expectation, for ſhortly after his 
pardon, he became the immediate means of bringing in his maſter 
and the whole confederacy. | 


The other character is BABOO ROOP DEO, the Zemindar of 
the Talooka of Rooney, who for above ten years has given his ut- 
moſt afliſtance to every officer acting in this country, eſpecially thoſe 
who have been employed againſt Jagernaut Deo, viz. Captain 
(now Col.) Cummings, Captain Brooke, and myſelf ; this has 
produced the moſt inveterate hatred againſt him from all that 
party, and what may ſeem ſtrange, he is equally diſliked by the 
Bierboom Rajah, which appeared in a conſpicuous light after 


Captain Brooke's leaving this quarter; for under a plea of balances 
due for ten years back, he applied for a detachment, by which he 


drove 
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Roop Deo out of the country, plundered him of all he had, 
and ſet another perfon, a couſin, in his place; on my getting the 
charge of the country, Roop Deocame to me begging for juſtice, 
and that protection which his many ſervices entitled him to; 1 
granted him the latter in full; but unwilling to diſturb the diſtrict 
by a reverſal of authority, told Roop Deo he muſt wait till the 
clofe of the year (then ſix months old) when I would divide the 
diſtrict, which was now put into my charge, between him and the 
incumbent; this was in September 1774; in February 1775, began 
the war with Jagernaut Deo, wherein Roop Deo followed me at 
his own expence, without any. dependence but promifes; and 
was the only perſon who gave true intelligence, in which ſervices 
ſeveral of his people were cut off. In April J made the diviſion 
of the diſtri ; but in July, the other Zemindar, diſpleaſed at 
Roop Deo's being reſtored, though but to a part, concerted as ! 
believe, with Jagernaut Deo, the plundering of Roop Deo's 
family ; for while I was at Deopoor, Roop Deo being with me, 
Jagernaut Deo with his whole force made an attack upon Rooney, 
and deſtroyed every thing belonging to Roop Deo, at the ſame 
time that the property of the couſin was left untouched ; this 
appeared ſo palpable piece of villainous collufion, that I imme- 
diately gave poſſeiſion of the whole Talooka to Roop Deo, ſetting 
the other and his family aſide for ever; thus the very means uſed 
for his deſtruction, promoted his fortune, and this faithful adhe- 
rent at length received the reward due to his attachment and 
integrity. 


CURRUCK- 
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CURRUCKPOOR.—TAKOOR JAGERNAUT DEO. 

The noiſe made in theſe diſtricts for years paſt, on account of 
this man has been ſo great, that a particular relation of the circum- 
ſtances of his character and conduct will be expected, which for 
the ſake of perſpicuity, and for the proof that the rebellions he has 
headed, have originated more from others than from him, muſt 
commence from the time of his predeceſſor, whoſe name was 


LUCHMIN DEO.—This man, from whom the town and fort 
of Luchmipoor take their name, was poſſeſſed of extraordinarily 
great qualities, and in his wild and ſavage diſtricts, exerciſed all 
the duties of a good ſubje&t to Government; an able and juſt 


ruler to his ſubjects, and a brave and active leader of his feodal 


ſoldiers : it was the capacity of this one man, which formed his 
troops to a degree of ſkill and intrepidity, that made him formi- 
dable to all his neighbours, and almoſt entirely independent of 
Mazaffer Ali, the Rajah of Curruckpoor ; who rebelling againſt 
Government, and ſummoning Luchmin Deo as his vaſſal, to 
aſſiſt him with his troops, was anſwered, that he was a ſervant 
to the Subah, and if Muzaffer Ali forgot his duty, it was no 
leflon for him to follow; the Rajah attempting to enforce obedi- 


ence was repulſed, and ever after totally diſregarded. 


Luchmin Deo died in 1755, and leaving no iflue, adopted 
Jagernaut Deo, ſon to his brother Kirrum Deo, then about 
{ſeventeen years of age,-For this boy he entertained a ſtrong 
affection when he was young, but before his death he repented 
of the adoption, on obſerying the unſteady and inconſtant con- 
d duct 
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duct of Jagernaut Deo, which was eternally varying according 
to the laſt advice given him; and that far from having any idea 


of enforcing due obedience from his inferiors, he was ſometimes 


flattered, ſometimes intimidated by the very chiefs, who, on Luch- 
min Deo's death, were to be his vaſſals: beſides which, his extra- 
vagance was ſuch as promiſed to annihilate more than the entire 


revenue produced in his whole diſtri; of courſe it required no 
very great diſcernment to perceive that he muſt very ſoon be in- 


volved in diſputes with Government on the ſubject of rents. 


The commencement of Jagernaut Deo's government was ſuit . 
able to this character; engaged in every ſpecies of expence and 
debauchery, he diſſipated every rupee he could lay his hands on, 
which by the way, was not much, for the Baboos of his family 
perceiving his inattention to every thing but pleaſure, very ſoon 
refuſed to pay any thing for their reſpective diviſions of the 
country; and being at the head of all the feodal ſoldiery, they 
had little fear of his ever being able to compel them to obedi- 


_ ence, as Luchmin Deo had frequently done, by means of hired 


troops; ſince Jagernaut Deo had by means of his own extravagance 


deprived himſelf of the ſources of wealth to pay them with ; they 


aſſured him, however, that they were ready to fight for him to 


the laſt extremity, and that thus united, they were more than a 


match for any force that could be ſent againſt them : in this ſtate 
they continued ſome time; in 1761 or 1762, the Nabob Mir 


Coſſim, having ſeized on Rajah Muzaffer Ali by ſome ſtratagem, 


ſent one Golab Roy as his Aumil, to collect the diſtrict of Cur- 


ruck poor on the part of Government; this man who had a large 


force of the Nabob's regimented Sepoys and other troops under 


kis 
C 
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his command, determined to make an attempt to ſubjugate Jager- 
naut Deo, and .impoſe ſuch a tribute on him as he thought 
Proper: with this view he made a ſudden incurſion into that 
country, at the time when all the grain had been cut and laid up 
for threſhing; and as the Buyahs were quite off their guard, he 
got into the very heart of their country by one march of twenty 
coſs, and took poſſeſſion of ſeveral of the principal magazines,— 
The Buyahs were at firſt ignorant of his force and deſigns, but 
when they found what they were, they determined not to ſubs 


mit; however, as they dreaded the force which the Nabob, who 


then reſided at Monghier, might ſend into the country in caſe 
of their aſſaulting his Aumil, they endeavoured to bring Golab 


Roy to ſome agreement, but in vain, as he would not abate from 


his firſt demands; they then reſolved as a laſt effort, to addreſs 
the Nabob himſelf, and for that end diſpatched a Vakeel to re- 
preſent their caſe, and to aſſure his excellency that they were 
ready to pay the ſame tribute as his predeceſſors had always re- 
ceived from Luchmin Deo, and they hoped his excellency would 
accept that, and not drive them to deſpair; to this the Nabob 
replied by a Perwannah, giving them to underſtand that he had 
not given orders for any encreaſe of their tribute, and that they 
were to be guided by the Sunnud he granted Jagernaut Deo about 
two years before. With this reply, the Vakeel returned; upon 
which the Buyahs, who were now relieved from every apprehen- 
ſion on the fide of the Nabob, immediately reſolved to attack all 
the poſts eſtabliſhed by Golab Roy, and cut them off in one 
night; to effect this, ſecrecy and filence were neceſſary, to pre- 
ſerve the latter of which they determined to uſe no fire arms, and 
to occupy the roads leading from one poſt to the other, ſo that 

12 no 
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no ſtragglers might eſcape to carry intelligence; Golab Roy had 
poſted three hundred Burcundaſſes at a place called Jumdah, two 
hundred and fifty at another five coſs diſtant, called Kudhar, two 
companies of the Nabob's Sepoys in the fort of Luchmipoor, 
three coſs from Jumdah ; and was himſelf with about one thou- 
ſand Burcundaſſes at Durrumpoor, about four coſs from Luchmi- 


Poor, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting an attack, as the Buyahs had 


made no kind of movement for two or three months. 


The Buyahs led on by Jagernaut Deo, began their attack on 
Kudhar about eight at night, and cut off that party to a man; 


buy about one in the morning they got to Jumdah, and ſo effec- 


tually ſurpriſed the party there, that of the three hundred not 
above thirty eſcaped: by day- break they ſurrounded the fort of 
Luchmipoor, and ſummoned the Sepoys to lay down their arms 
and march out, or that they ſhould ſhare the fate of the other poſts, 
whoſe ſtory they related, and ſhewed their ſpoils; the Sepoys, 
however, thought there was leſs danger in refuſing, than com- 
plying with their requeſt, and therefore told them they were 
ready to march out, but would not deliver up their arms, as if 
they did, his Excellency would diſmiſs them all from his ſervice ; 
after ſome debate, Jagernaut Deo informed them that they might 
march out with their arms, but that it behoved them to be careful 
how they behaved on the march, for that if any irregularity was 
committed, he would attack them inſtantly ; this they agreed to, 
and marched out accordingly, the Buyahs attending them to 
Durrumpoor ; when they arrived there they informed Golab Roy 
that if he would inſtantly quit the country, they would offer 
him no injury, but that if he refuſed, they would inveſt the fort, 

and 
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and whenever he was obliged to leave it for want of water or pro- 
viſions, not a man of his party ſhould eſcape,—Golab Roy re- 
flecting on, and frightened at the fate of his other poſts, agreed 
to this, and quitted the country, the Buyahs attending him all 
the way ; and ſome of his followers having been guilty of ſome 
irregularities were fired upon, and ſeveral of them killed. 

In this manner did the Buyahs regain poſſeſſion of their country, 
and it is not ſurpriſing that a wild and uncivilized people, ſhould 
form from this the moſt ſanguine opinion of their own military 
character, and deſpiſe all ideas of dependence.—Add to this, that 
Muzaffer Ali the Rajah of Curruckpoor, having made his eſcape, 
owing to the diſtreſs and flight of the Nabob Mir Coflim, returned 
to his diſtri, and threw off all kindof obedience to Government ; 
the Buyah chicfs having now ſo fair an opportunity of indulging 
their own {pirit of plunder under the ſanction of his name, laid 
aſide all thoughts of paying any revenue to him or to Govern- 
ment, and plundered the territories of their neighbours all round; 
every thing paſſed for the act of Muzafter Ali, though he was ſo 
far from having any weight with theſe chiefs, that on being 
obliged to fly through their diſtri& to avoid a detachment of our 
troops which was ſent againſt him in 1766, they plundered the 
greateſt part of his baggage; at length he being made a priſoner 
in 1768, and the civilized parts of Curruckpoor being ſettled, the 
true ſtate of affairs began to appear; the tribute of the Jungle 
Terry ſubjeR to Jagernaut Deo, was demanded to be paid to the 


Honourable Company, in the ſame manner as it had been before 


paid to Muzaffer Ali; but the Buyah chiefs intoxicated by the 
former ſucceſſes and impunity, and imagining they ſhould have 
5 h as 
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as formerly, only Indoſtany Aumils with their rabble of Peons to 


deal with, made but little account of the ſummons, and continued 
© to proceed, as if they were independent maſters of their country: 


unluckily the detachment of Purgunnah Sepoys who were ſent 
in aid of the Foujdaars, did not make any impreſſion on the Buyah 


_ chiefs, but uſually returned more expeditiouſly from their incur- 


ſions than they advanced to them.—ln the year 1770, on the ap- 
pointment of European Gentlemen to ſuperintend the collections 
of the reſpective diſtricts, Jagernaut Deo ſent his Vakeels into the 
Collector of the diviſion to which he was ſubordinate, and as 
on this occaſion, his Agents had an opportunity of acquiring 
ſome knowledge of our ſtrength, and mode of ſupporting the au- 
thority of Government, he was on their information convinced 
of the neceſſity of his laying aſide his ideal independency, and 
paying his tribute; and he even conſented to pay a tribute more 
conſiderable than that formerly collected by the Curruckpoor 
Rajahs ; in this, however, he ſoon found that he had been pre- 


mature, for all his Baboos refuſed to contribute any thing towards 


it; but told him that they were ready, as uſual, to ſupport his 
independence with their lives; this reduced him to the neceſſity 
of breaking off his engagement with Government, or paying the 
whole tribute from his diviſion. In theſe circumſtances, Buſſumbar 
Sing, the brother of Jeſſmont Sing, who has been mentioned be- 
fore, and who was then his chief counſellor, adviſed him to lay the 
true ſtate of the caſe before Government, and apply for ſome force 
to compel the Baboos to pay their proportion, On the firſt advice 
of this, they aſſaſſinated Buſſumbar Sing, and endeavoured to do 
the ſame to Jeſſmont Sing, but he found means to eſcape, and 
ſecure himſelf in the fort of Ture. By the death of Buſſumbar 


Sing, 
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Sing, the meaſure of 5 pplying to Government for aid (which was 
the only one by which the affairs of the Zemindary could have 
been put upon a footing to anſwer his engagements) was totally 
laid aſide, the revenues fell every year in arrears, and theſe ba- 
lances were always carried on in the name of Jagernaut Deo, he 


being the Zemindar, in fact, though poſſeſſed of as little authority 
as the ancicnt kings of Europe had over their potent barons, 


In this ſtate things continued till the end of 1772, or com- 
mencement of 1773, when the Gentleman who was then Collec- 
tor of that diſtrict, thought that a perſonal viſit to the country 
would induce Jagernaut Deo to pay off his balances ; accordingly 


he ſet out, and took with him two companies of Purgunnah 


Sepoys which were under his authority; he had previouſly ſent 
a Jematdar's party, to remain at Luchmipoor, till the balances 
ſhould be paid ; but principally, I believe, to diſcover whether 
there was any chance of his being oppoſed when he ſhould attempt 
entering that country hunſelf. 


Neither Jagernaut Deo nor any of his Baboos made any open 
objection to this; but when afterwards they heard that the Col- 
letor himſelf was approaching with a larger force, they ſuſpected 


that ſome hoſtilities would be attempted, and all the feodatories 


were ordered to their ſtations, to be ready in caſe of emergency : 
Jagernaut Deo declares, and many of the people of the country 
confirm the aſſertion, that he gave the moſt poſitive and particu- 
lar orders to all the people, that no kind of impediment ſhould be 
given to the Collector, but that they diſobeyed his orders. — It is 


certain 
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certain, that the Collector's road lay unhappily through a ſtrong 
paſs, which was occupied by one of the moſt turbulent of the 
Baboos, and one moſt intereſted to keep things in confuſion: be 
this as it may, on the Collector's approach to this paſs, ſuch a 
firing commenced as made him think a retreat the wiſeſt move- 
ment he could make; nobody was killed, however, which makes 


it probable, that they only did it by way of trying what ſort of 


enemy they were to expect; but the event was deciſive, for the 
Collector quitted the country immediately, and convinced that 
theſe revenues were not to be collected by his Purgunnah Sepoys, 
he applied to government for aſſiſtance. 


The corps of light infantry was accordingly ordered into Jager- 


naut Deo's country, to enforce the payment of his balances, — 


and Captain Brooke did march into that country in April 1773, 
having previouſly ſummoned Jagernaut Deo to ſettle his reve- 
nues; but Biſſan Sing, the Zemindar of Mundar, which lays 
cloſe to the frontiers of Jagernaut Deo's country, who was in- 
truſted with this ſummons, never ſent it; this the Buyahs ſay, 
and Biflan Sing makes but a feeble vindication of himſelf; nor is 
it probable if this ſummons had arrived, Jagernaut Deo would 
have expoſed his country to deſtruction, by fruitleſs oppoſition 
to ſuch a force as the corps of light infantry, co-operated with by 
three companies of Brigade Sepoys, acting under the collector of 
Bauglepoor, and two companies of Purgannah Sepoys, acting 
under the Collector of Monghier; nay, even if he had reſolved 
on oppoſition, every perſon acquainted with theſe people knows 
very well, that they never will aſſume a ſtyle of inſolence or 


defiance, but will profeſs unlimited obedience and humility, at 


the 
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the very time they are in arms againſt you; I doubt not therefore, 
that had that ſummons got to Jagernaut Deo, he would have 
diſpatched a Vakeel inſtantly, with a moſt humble repreſentation 
of his fidelity and obedience, and not (as Biflan Sing told Captain 
Brooke) have torn the ſummons, and ſent him word that he did 
not know who he was: the motive which influenced Biflan Sing 
to this conduct was in all probability, a deſire to fee the power of 
that family reduced, which had been ſo formidable to all its neigh- 
bours, and amongſt others to himſelf—be this as it may, on re- 
ceipt of this anſwer, Captain Brooke advanced into that country 
with a determination to lay it waſte, till Jagernaut Deo ſhould 
ſubmit ; and had this plan been perſevered in, it would have been 
by far the beſt, and indeed the only one of any efficacy againſt 
theſe people; but, by intelligence he had received, he was led to 
believe, that Jagernaut Deo, together with his family, and every 
thing of any value, were all thut up in the fort of Ture, and that 
the taking of that would be decifive of the fate of the whole 
country. Though this was very far from being the caſe in any of 


theſe particulars, yet one good aroſe from it, which was, that the 


Buyahs (who well knew where their property, &c. was) were 
diſappointed in their expectation of ſeeing the battalion march for 
Jumdah and Luchmipoor, where they were prepared to receive 


them in their full force, having lined the avenues to thoſe places 


with all the troops of the diſtrict.— However, though this danger 
was avoided, yet the expedition to Ture was not unattended with 
loſs, for when Jeſſmont Sing ſaw the progreſs of the battalion 
marked with hoſtility, and that it had advanced in that manner 
to within about two coſs of his boundary, he diſpatched a part 
of his force into a ſtrong bamboo Jungle, which extends from 

| K the 
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the boundary to the town and fort of Ture : upon the battalion's 
entering this Jungle, the Buyahs began firing, and continued till the 
battalion had got through, but with little execution ; the battalion 
came out of the Jungle very near the fort, where Jeſſmont Sing 
was with his principal force, but not a ſhot was fired from thence, 
which joined to other circumſtances, made Captain Brooke believe 
the fort was deſerted. A party of Sepoys ſent to draw off the fire 
of the fort in caſe it ſhould not be deſerted, neglecting the orders 
Captain Brooke gave them, ran up to the very ditch ; from which 
few of them returned, and many others following them to the 
fame place, a great. loſs enſued, and the battalion unaſſiſted with 
guns, ladders or any thing elſe but their firelocks, were obliged to 
draw off, though headed by an officer whoſe military reputation 


is too deſervedly great, to require any eulogium of mine, and 


who, upon this, as upon all other occaſions, did every thing that 


was to be done.—The battalion after this, remained encamped a 
few coſs from Ture, near two months, waiting for guns to attack 
the fort, and in the interim the enemy found means to carry off all 
their property from every part of the country unmoleſted ; when 
the guns arrived, an attack was deſigned, but the enemy, who had 
till then ſtaid in the fort, now left it, and Captain Brooke cauſed 
it to be deſtroyed; after this, Captain Brooke cantoned during the 
rains, at Chackye, and uſed all his endeavours to induce Durrum 
Deo, or Miguel Sing, who were neareſt in blood to Jagernaut Deo, 
to come in and take charge of the country, in order effectually to 
exclude Jagernaut Deo; after ſome time Miguel Sing came, upon 
advice of which, Jagernaut Deo finding that they were likely to 
make their peace and probably would do it at his expence, he being 
expreſsly excluded from pardon, fled from the country, and took 


up 
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up his reſidence at Serampoor with the Rajah Biſſan Sing. — The 
country was given in charge to Miguel Sing. Whether this man 
ſeriouſly intended to endeavour to keep poſſeſſion of this Zemin- 
dary for himſelf, or whether (which is moſt conſiſtent with the 
prejudices and charaQters of theſe people,) he only wanted the 
handling of the revenues with deſign to quit his engagements 


with Captain Brooke, and rejoin his old friends as ſoon as he had. 


got what he could, is a point impoſſible now to prove either way, 
for ſoon after the time I mention, he failed in payment of his 
rents, and was thereupon deprived of all truſt and confined; from 
which period we may date all the ſubſeqent confuſion, which 
ended in a general confederacy for reſtoring Jagernaut Deo,—for 
upon the confinement of Miguel Sing, confidence ended on both 
ſides; Captain Brooke was afraid to truſt any of that family with 
the country or revenues, and they on their part were as diffident 
of relying on promiſes of ſecurity and ſupport from him; the 
effects were correſpondent to the cauſes, they began to lay the 
baſis of a re-union with Jagernaut Deo, and Captain Brooke de- 
termined to colle& the country Khaſs, of courſe to ſet aſide all 
the branches of that family, to which meaſure (of itſelf ſuffici- 
ently odious to the whole country) was added another which pre- 
cipitated the general confederacy to action ſooner than otherwiſe 
would have happened ; this was an attempt to diſarm all the feodal 
ſoldiery. Upon this occaſion, a great quantity of arms were at 
firſt got hold of by an unexpected ſeizure of all the chiefs, who 
were yet within reach; but as ſoon as the deſign was diſcovered, 
all the remaining arms which were by far the greateſt part, were 


ſecreted, and from this inſtant, there was no reaſonable foundation 


to hope for a continuance of peace.—The Jaghiers of all the 
K 2 chiefs 
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chiefs and feodal ſoldiery were ſeized on and collected Khaſs, and 


thoſe men had the alternative of ſtarving or turning ploughmen, 
who had always hitherto lived in eaſe and idleneſs.—I leave it to 
any perſon to judge of the degree to which they muſt have de- 
teſted the preſent, and regretted the former Government. The 
univerſal wiſh was, that the country ſhould rather lie waſte for 
ever, than be poſſeſſed by Government upon terms which ſeemed 


to the Zemindars, the very height of oppreſſion, and nothing 


prevented their inſtantly flying to arms, and diſperſing all the Riots 
who had ſettled, but the fear that Miguel Sing, who was ſtill a 
priſoner, ſhould be made to anſwer for it with his life. 


As this brings me to the period when the Jungle Terry was 
put under my charge with all theſe inauſpicious circumſtances, 
I muſt digreſs from the ſubje& a little, juſt to obſerve, that very 
ſoon after my appointment to this command, and as ſoon as I 
quitted the partial and ſelf- intereſted informations of the depend- 


ents of government, to acquire a real knowledge of the ſtate of 


the country, from the Zemindars and inhabitants of it; I found 
that the whole ſettlement of the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, was 
made upon ſuch a footing, that nothing but utter confuſion was 
to be expected. and that in a very ſhort time :—as I knew how- 
ever, that Jagernaut Deo had been repreſented to Government in 
ſuch terms, that nothing could be done in his behalf without ex- 


preſs orders from the board; nay, that this very ſettlement had 


been conſidered as ſolid and durable, I therefore made a propoſal 
for power to endeavour to bring him to come in, as I was ſenſible 
a very ſhort time muſt put an end to all poſſibility of collecting 
the coutitry Khaſs, of courſe that it was better to ſecure the 
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future peace of it, by reſtoring this Zemindar under proper limit- 
ations, than be compelled to diſengage it from confuſion, by giv- 
ing it to any one who would take it, which I knew muſt ulti- 
mately be the caſe, if the enemy (as was probable they would) 
ſhould avoid running any riſk from encountering our troops, and 
only keep the country in confuſion by robbery, and preventing 
the inhabitants from cultivating their lands; ſince, when once a 
Zemindar has been expelled his country, and all hopes of pardon 
excluded, there is no further injury can be done to him, nor 
would he be caught in theſe Jungle countries, if you ſhould pur- 
ſue him for a century. The important buſineſs in which govern- 
ment was. at that time engaged, prevented my letters being 
anſwered ; ſoon after, finding that a general confederacy was plan- 
ning at Serampoor, for invading the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, 
at the ſeaſon when government ſhould expect to reap the benefit 
of the Khaſs collection, and by laying the country waſte, and 
diſperſing the Riots, to reduce government to the neceſſity of re- 
ſtoring the Zemindars to prevent a conſtant and fruitleſs expence : 
—as Curruckdea-was not under my authority at the time, I 
could do nothing againſt the confederacy while there, —1 therefore 


applied to government, to put that diſtrict under my charge, and 


authorize my proceeding immediately againſt the abettors of 
Jagernaut Deo, (if they were determined not to permit his ſub- 
miſſion) which I knew would produce a diverſion of ſufficient 
length, to enable the revenue ſervants to collect the Jungle 
Terry of Curruckpoor unmoleſted, —after which, conciliatory 
meaſures might be purſued with the better grace, but the em- 
ployment of the board prevented the timely anſwering of this 


addreſs alſo, 


By 
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By this time, the confederacy was ſtrengthened by the acceſſion 
of almoſt every Zemindar who had felt an encreaſe of tribute, 


but ſtill they were reſtrained from action by the confinement of 
Miguel Sing, and I on my part, could uſe no means for breaking 
it, without orders from Calcutta. 


At this critical juncture, two circumſtances happened, which 


brought on immediate hoſtilities, the one was my being com- 


pelled for the preſervation of my life from a moſt violent fever, 
to quit the Jungles and proceed to Burdwan, which the Buyahs 
imagined, put a ſtop to all military or political proceedings till I 
ſhould return; the other was the death of Miguel Sing ; this hap- 
pened early in January 1775.—As ſoon as I heard of it, I knew 
what was to be expected, but was at this time rendered by my 
ſickneſs incapable of riſing from my bed, I ſent ſuch orders, 
however, as I thought would beſt provide againſt the evil appre- 
hended, and again adviſed government of the ſtate of affairs. — 
Every day now teemed with intelligence of the flight of all the 
former feodatory chiefs, and their partly diſarmed followers, who 
had remained ſullen in their reſpective villages, from the time 
that the Khaſs ſettlement took place ; every inſtant a general in- 
vaſion was expected of every one of the Khaſs diſtrits ;—l had at 
this time juſt got ſtrength enough to go about, but ſenſible of the 
emergency of the caſe, I determined to return to my ſtation— 
Juſt at this time, the diſtrict of Curruckdea was placed under my 
authority, upon which I immediately ſet off, determined to march 
my battalion to Serampoor, and ſee if I could not even yet diſap- 
point the intended invaſion; for this purpoſe, I proceeded with all 
poſſible diſpatch, and to prevent any loſs of time, I ordered the 

battalion 
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battalion to advance to a place on the way to Serampoor, where 1 


purpoſed joining it; but all my precautions were of no avail, the 
enemy had already entered the country in large bodies, under 
cover of thoſe immenſe jungles which overſpread the diſtrict, the 
Riots of the country, partly from affection, partly from fear, kept 
the ſecret of their ſeveral places of rendezvous ſo well, that it 
was problematical whether they were actually arrived or not, and 
the firſt certain advice I had, was the day after I came to the 
corps; when a general attack was made upon the out-poſts, 
which Captain Brooke had ſtationed for preſerving the peace of 
the country, and which I had not ventured to withdraw, as I 
knew that arrangement had met with public approbation : ſome 
of theſe were almoſt entirely cut off; others were driven from 
their poſts with great loſs, and all that were within reach of me, 
to prevent their misfortune, I immediately called in, and proceeded 
after the enemy, who conſtantly avoided coming near the batta- 
lion, and continued plundering and laying waſte the country ; the 
ſequel of this is well known, and moſt minutely detailed in my 
correſpondence with the Honourable Board : it ended (when every 
other meaſure had been tried in vain) in the country being given 
to Roopnarain Deo, the ſon of Jagernaut Deo, upon condition of 
the father's coming in on a promiſe of perſonal ſafety, and reſiding 
with me, which he has done, and it is ſince that, that the true 
ſprings of every thing have been Known, as alſo the real character 
of this chief, which I think is neither ſo good nor ſo bad, as it 
has been deſcribed, | 


As to the noiſe his name formerly made, it aroſe more from 


the depredations of his Baboos, than from any thing very diſ- 
tinguiſhed 
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tinguiſhed on his part, though he certainly does pot want for 


courage, as has been ſometimes thought. — The flatteries of his 
followers, and his ſucceſs againſt Golab Roy, and the Purgunnah 
detachments, certainly made him form a very undue opinion of 


his own and his followers military powers, of which he is now 


very ſenſible, 


That he was raiſed to the head of ſo great a confederacy, was 
partly owing to his character, partly to extenfive family con- 
nexions, but more than all, to the perſecution he underwent from 
Government, and the ſcheme of collecting his country Khaſs, 
which the other Zemindars thought was only prefatory to a 
ſimilar treatment of their countries alſo, and that therefore, the 
cauſe was as much theirs, as it was his ;—a concluſion ſo natural, 
that I don't ſee how any other could have been drawn from theſe 
premiſes, and which might afford a leflon to all Governments, if 
ſuch were wanting ;—never to furniſh any general principle, any 
point of union, which may ſerve as the ſtandard for a confederacy 
to fly to, with the external appearance of only being ſtruggling 
againſt oppreſſion, and the invaſion of their juſt rights. i 


As to the reſt of his character, he is liberal to his inferiors, 
even to extravagance, and ſo affable and polite in his behaviour to 
them, that they bear him the higheſt affection: he is expenſive 
and addicted to pleaſure; but I cannot conclude without adding to 
the liſt of his virtues, ſincerity and gratitude, which he has a 


larger ſhare of than falls to moſt of his countrymen whom I have 
ſeen. 


BABOO 
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BABOO ROOPNARAINDEO,—the ſon of Jagernaut Deo; 


he cannot while his father lives, aſſume the title of Takoor, and 


though he is at preſent to every intent Zemindar of that country, 
yet his youth makes it difficult to ſay with preciſion, what his 


character may turn out to be; much will depend upon the manage- 


ment of him on the part of Government, and if he falls into bad 
courſes, it will probably originate from ignorance on that ſide. 


BABOOS DURRUM DEO, KEIM KURRUN DEO, ADJET SING, 
SUNKER SING, N YNE SING, TIRBOON SING, MANGUN SING, 
JEDBUR SING, ADJMIER SING, the firſt and ſecond of whom, are 
firſt couſins to Jagernaut Deo; the third and fourth are ſons of 
Miguel Sing ; and the laſt five, (deſcendants of five chiefs who were 
brothers, and therefore are themſelves called the five brothers,) are 
the heads of the feodal ſoldiery, and I will venture to ſay from 
my knowledge of them, that they never will be of any ſervice to 
Government, or to their Zemindar, for any other end than war 
and rapine,—Theſe are all the characters I think deſerving of 
notice, for as to the Zemindars of the Bauglepoor and Colgong 
Jungle Terry, it may be ſaid in every ſenſe of the word, that 
they poſſeſs no character at all. 
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Will now beg leave to offer my opinion as to what I think the 
beſt method of governing theſe countries, ſo as to render them 
a ſecurity, inſtead of a very conſiderable danger to theſe provinces, 
and as the end of my writing this ſketch, is to convey truth and 
information, not to ſacrifice to prejudice, I ſhall proceed to it 
without any regard to the ſuggeſtions of the votaries of profeſ- 
ſional diſtinction, who from ſympathy may be apt to conclude, 
that I am influenced to prefer this plan by the neceſſity it induces 
for keeping up military command aere :—T ſhall with equal free- 
dom propoſe a diminution of the preſent revenue, which will of 
courſe be approved, if I ſhew that upon the whole ſuch a meaſure 
will be an advantage to Government, or rejected, if I fail to pro- 
duce ſufficient arguments to that end. 


I ſhall lay it down as the baſis of this plan, that the Rajahs of 
the mountains and jungles extending from the Mahrattah bound- 
ary ſouth, to the plain countries of Midnapoor Burdwan, Bier- 
boom, Bauglepoor, Monghier, and Bahar, north, are the natural 


and proper defenders of the honourable Company's provinces 
againſt the Mahrattahs on that fide; and that thoſe provinces would 
be ſafer through the affections and feodal ſervices of theſe petty 
chiefs, ſupported by a ſmall regular force, than with almoſt any 
force that could be ſpared for protecting this frontier in time of 

general 
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general warfare, if thoſe chieftains, inſtead of attachment, ſhould 
feel the ſentiments of reſentment and diſaffection towards us. 


I ſhall juſt beg leave to call to mind, that all the paſſes leading 


from the Mahrattah territories into Bengal and Bahar, are within 


our own boundary, and that they are poſſeſſed by the Rajahs of 
the reſpective limits through which they paſs : behind is a ſecond 
line of Chokeydary Gautwallies conſtituting the Jungle Terry.— 
Almoſt all the inhabitants are armed, and hold lands of their re- 
ſpective chiefs on the feodal tenure, the chiefs were formerly bound 
by the ſame ties to the State, a flight tribute and the protection of 
the frontier againſt all invaſions from the ſouth. —The Government 
of Hindoſtan thought theſe people were the natural defence of the 
frontiers, and of courſe that it was neceſſary by every means to 
attach them to the State, and to make their private intereſts coin- 
cide with that of the public ; leſt diſſatisfied with a government 
from which they felt more evil than good, they ſhould invite, 
rather than oppoſe, the entrance of an enemy into the provinces. 
I doubt not, that this politick reflection had as much weight in 
preventing the native Governors of Bengal from attempting to 
levy a heavier tribute from theſe countries, as any deficiency of 
troops fit for ſuch a ſervice. —Their conduct was certainly judici- 
ous—That an armed peaſantry, if attached to the State, may do 
infinite injury to an invader, however formidable, in a country 
naturally ſtrong, we need look no farther for a ſtriking proof, 
than the inſtance of the oppoſition given by the peaſants of 
Poland, to a victorious army, led on by Charles the XIIth. of 
Sweden.—Had thoſe peaſants been diſguſted with the State, and 
expected a change for the better in their own ſituation, from a 
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change of maſters, there is ſcarcely room for a doubt, that they 
would have conduQted-+the very army, which, in other circum- 
ſtances they oppoſed, nor could any body of regular forces 
ſtationed there, have compenſated for, or counterbalanced their 
diſaffection; for an invading army is ſeldom deficient of force, 
but almoſt always in point of intelligence, and it behoves the 
State liable to invaſion, to take care they do not obtain it from 
any defection of their own people.—lI will not, however, take up 
your time, Sir, with general reaſonings upon principles too clear 
to be diſputed ; but proceed at once to apply them to the caſe for 
which this 1s written; mean the State of this frontier within 
and without. 


Within, we have by military force and operations impoſed a 
tribute much higher than ever had been paid before; but take all 
theſe countries throughout, I believe you will find, Sir, this in- 
creaſed tribute does not amount to eight annas per man, of thoſe 
who have thereby been alienated from the State; and what are 
theſe people? not wretched, ſpiritleſs, unarmed Bengallies, in- 
habiting a plain centrical country, neither formidable by character 
or ſituation; but an armed people, martial, proud, and independ- 
ent, and conſtituting, by their ſituation, the only barrier we poſſeſs 
againſt that enemy, from whom more than from all others, the 
State may ſuffer greateſt loſs in its wealth and population. 


This increaſed tribute has reduced the Zemindars from eaſy to 
ſtraitened circumſtances, and many of the younger branches of 
their families, to be without any ſupport ; in ſuch circumſtances, 
need I ſay, that the whole body of the people are diflatisfied. — 
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Let no ſtreſs be laid on their paying their revenues ; the preſence 
of your troops, and the great attention of your officers on theſe 
ſervices, to render their Government and themſelves popular, and 
agreeable to theſe ſavage and martial chiefs, have hitherto effected 
this : but theſe people have as yet had no temptations from with- 
out ; you have but juſt began to be at war with the Mahrattahs, 
and have as yet experienced no neceſſity for removing to other 
places, thoſe bands which hitherto have held together this crazy 
fabrick ; let but that happen before ſome meaſures are taken to 
prevent the conſequences, and J doubt not, that a ſcene of uni- 
verſal confuſion will enſue: nor do I think any addition of force 
which could be ſpared, would avail to keep out an invaſion from 
the ſouth, while the whole body of the people are diſſatisfied with 
our Government.—A man, from a ſuperficial view, might ſup- 
poſe every thing very ſolid and well compounded ; but I have an 
opportunity of ſeeing behind the curtain, and can aflert, that it is 


by no means ſo. 


With reſpe& to the outſide of this frontier, the Mahrattah 
diſtricts are divided from ours, generally ſpeaking, by an ideal line; 
the Zemindars on both fides are in many places cloſely connected; 
a negotiation through that medium, might be ſet on foot by the 
Mahrattah Government in a few days: 


If they offered powerful bribes, while our borderers, generally 
diflatisficd, are alſo impoveriſhed, and by no ties united to the 
State, do you think, Sir, they would have virtue enough to reſiſt 
the temptation, or indeed would it be any virtue to do ſo? The 
anſwer I fear is plain and negative: a body of Mahrattahs thus 

2 introduced 


SECTION 5. 


LG 


introduced into the heart of the Province of Bengal, would in 
ſix hours inflict greater loſs than the revenues of all theſe frontier 
countries put together, amount to in a year; and whenever they 
ſhould be compelled to fly from your troops, (which would not be 
very ſuddenly) their old allies, our borderers, would find means 
of getting them as ſafely back as they advanced; for as I ſaid be- 
fore, an army would not ſuffice to guard all theſe paſſes without 
the aid and affections of our own borderers; and with them, a 
very little force would do a great deal. 


It has been before obſerved, in oppoſition to the idea of ſub- 


ſtitnting regular troops to theſe feodatories, that none but the 


natives of theſe countries could exiſt in thoſe unwholeſome moun- 


tains and jungles, through which the paſſes immediately lead; 


and I beg leave to call it to mind, as an argument of the utmoſt 
importance: for the reality of the fact I appeal to all the ſurgeons 
and officers who have been on theſe ſervices.—In 1774, when 
Captain James Crawford was employed in reducing the frontier 


Zemindaries of Pachete, he fixed ſome poſts near the paſſes lead- 


ing from the Baugmoory Hills, and though they were weekly 
relieved, yet ſuch was the devaſtation made in his battalion by 


keeping up thoſe poſts, that at one time he had near three hundred 


men ſick. The urgent neceſſity of affairs, compelled him to 
ſupport this meaſure, though the conſequences were ſo fatal, in 


ſpite of every precaution he could uſe ; which were ſuch indeed, 


as would not have entered into the imagination of almoſt any 


perſon but him, who was one of the firſt public and private 


characters I ever knew; I hope, Sir, you will excuſe this ſmall 
tribute to the merit of one of the deareſt friends I ever had, whoſe 
memory 


. 
memory I ſhall ever hold ſacred, and the loſs of whom, both to 


the publick and myſelf, as it is irreparable, I ſhall never ceaſe 
to lament, | | 
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of the Jungle Terry ment eſtabliſhed in theſe countries, the remedies I beg leave to 


offer to your conſideration are as follows: 


I. That the tribute now levied upon theſe countries, be reduced 
to ſuch a ſum as the Zemindars ſhall cheerfully and voluntarily 
agree to pay ; binding themſelves by machulkahs, and a moſt 
ſacred oath to be annually renewed, to fidelity and feodal ſervices 
each Zemindar having one of his children or neareſt kindred, 
always reſiding with the commanding officer of the diviſion to 
which he belongs, as a further ſecurity and mark of obedience, — 
This plan to be made general throughout the Mountains of Midna- 
poor, Pachete, Naikpoor, Ramgur, and Palamow ; as alſo through- 
out the Jungle Terry of Bierboom, Curruckdea, Guidore, and 
Curruckpoor. I am not well acquainted with the amount of the 
revenues of any of theſe diſtricts, excepting thoſe which have 
been under my authority; but I conjecture, that this deduction 
(by which many thouſands of armed men would be ſccured to 
the ſervice of the State, to which they now only want an oppor- 
tunity to ſhew their enmity) would not amount to above one 


lack of rupees per annum ; a ſum which, I ſaid before, is not 
equal to the loſs which would be ſuffered in fix hours by an in- 
curſion of Mahrattahs. 


II. That 
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II. That the waſte lands in all theſe countries, which are not 
hereditary property, be given in jaghier, to worn- out Sepoys in 
the ſervice, who ſhall be encouraged and agree to ſettle there 
with their families, on the tenure of feodal ſervices. 


III. That to remedy the ſcarcity of money, the Zemindars be 
allowed to pay in part of their rents in ſuch articles produced in 


their diſtricts, as are not of a periſhable nature (ſuch as iron and 


dammah) at fixed prices; theſe goods to be carried at their ex- 
pence to the Cutcherry of the diviſion, and to be diſpoſed of by 
contract, for the company, or otherwiſe as may be directed.— 
The cultivation of opium may be attempted, where the ſoil will 
admit of it, and grain and other proviſions, may be received on 
the ſame terms, and lodged in magazines for the uſe of the 
troops, in theſe and the neighbouring quarters, the old ſtock 
being annually diſpoſed of. 


IV. That with reſpe&t to the adminiſtration of juſtice, the 


Zemindary courts be allowed the power of adjuſting all little 
matters either civil or criminal, ſubject however to appeal, in 


the former caſes to the Commander, and in the latter, to the 
Foujdary court of the diſtrict; but that no conſiderable caſe 
be cognizable by the Zemindars; but referred ſolely to the Com- 
mander of the diſtrict, who, in civil caſes, will decide according 


to his inſtructions from the Board, and in all criminal ones, will 


lay them before the Foujdaar Adowlat. 


V. That as a force on the part of Government 1s abſolutely re- 
quiſite to ſupport theſe feodal troops, if attacked from without, 
and 


= as 
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and by ſuperior authority to controul and keep them from all diſ- 
putes and violence from within; I beg leave to recommend, that 


the whole of this frontier be divided into three military com- 
mands, viz. 


One to include all the frontier of Midnapoor, vis. 


Mohurbunge Burraboom and 
Singboom _ Mauboom 
Dolboom POL 


The ſecond, all that of Pacheit, vs. 


Tomar and Patcoom, and the Jungle Terry lying behind it, 


VIZ. 


Of Pacheit Bierboom Curruckdea 
Chackye and Curruckpoor. 


The third, all that of Nagpoor, Ramgur and Palamow, vis. 


| Nagpoor Burwah Palamow 
Toory Sheerganty Ramgur 


In order to give that degree of weight to the three officers com- 
manding at theſe ſtations, and that unity of authority which 1s 
abſolutely requiſite in ſuch countries, for the ends of intelligence 
and action, without which, nothing eſſential can be effected by 
them, I recommend it as abſolutely neceſſary, that each do col- 
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lect the tribute from the Zemindars of his diviſion, and appro- 
priate, and account for it, in part of the diſburſements of his 
corps.—There is certainly no neceſſity for civil ſervants being 
employed in ſuch trifling. collections, it occafions a diviſion of 
authority highly detrimental to the ſervice, beſides an immenſe 
increaſe of expence; for I believe, we may, on an average, reckon 
the charges of one civil collector, to be equal to that of three or 
four military ones put together ; and ſurely as to expediency, an 
officer, if he has common ſenſe, can manage the account of fifty 


or ſixty thouſand rupees, as well as if he had been bred up in a 
counting houſe all his life. 


Theſe three commands to be independent of each other; but to 
keep up conſtant communication and intelligence, and co-operate 
together for the general good, in caſe of public emergency, when 
their forces might be obliged to join, the eldeſt officer would of 
courſe command : I propoſe this independence, becauſe each muſt 
be the beſt judge of what is proper in his own diſtri ; but were 
thoſe three commands to act under the authority of one perſon, 
he would, from the nature of man, be for interfering in every 


thing, and of courſe would often do ſo, where he had but little 
knowledge of the ſubject. 


As the eaſy terms of tribute will render all compulſion to pay 
it unneceſſary, the only poſts required, will be againſt foreign 
enemies; I can on this point only ſpeak of the diſtricts under my 
authority, which can be entered from the ſouth, by way of Ram- 
gur and Pacheit, or from the Bahar province to the weſt and 


north- 
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north-weſt : the true ſcene of action is the Jungle and paſſes, but 


the troops deſtined for it ſhould be ſtationed near them, and 
ſecured from inſult, | 


The fort at Chackye, Fully anſwers. every ch end with re- 
ſpect to that paſs. 


That of Curruckdea, is too remote from the paſs of that name, 


and I therefore adviſe the ere ing one at a ſmall expence near 


Gommah. Theſe two will effect every defence and communica- 
tion requiſite towards Bahar. 


Towards Ramgur, I would recommend to repair the fort of 
Doomchaunſe, which is within two coſs of Corumma, the grand 
paſs from Ramgur to Curruckdea. | 


Towards Pacheit, I would propoſe repairing the fort of Deo- 
poor, (ſouth of Serampoor) which is within four coſs of the 
Toondey paſs, leading from Pacheit to Curruckdea. Theſe two 
forts would alſo keep open the communication with Bahar by way 
of Curruckdea, in caſe the main body of the Jungle Terry com- 
mand ſhould march to aſſiſt that of Ramgur or Pacheit. 


Breaſtworks of ſtones and coarſe chunam, which could be 
made here, might at a ſmall expence be erected acroſs the princi- 
pal paſſes, with ſtrong gates; and ſome of the many old cannon 
lying about in different places, might be mounted, and added to 
the ſtrength of theſe breaſtworks, with little or no expence; 


which would render the acceſs next to impoſlible, when we were 
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ſupported with the grand eſſentials, the affections and intereſt of 
the natives. 


This 1s the plan, I beg permiſſion to offer for conſideration, and 
it is, as I elſewhere ſaid, ' an improvement, not an abrogation of 
the ancient Government; the feodal ſoldiery are not only preſerv- 
ed, but ſupported by the troops of Government, who at the ſame 
time will much more effectually anſwer the end of controul over 
theſe Jungle chiefs, than their former feodal lords poſſibly could. 


A ſmall reduction of revenue takes place, but it is to ſecure 
the affections and ſervices, and render yourſelves ſafe from the 
enmity of thouſands of your own armed ſubjects, ſituated be- 
tween you and your moſt formidable enemy: it is an act worthy 
of the dignity and wiſdom of a great political State as this is, and 
cannot be combated upon any better grounds than the ſhort ſighted 


ſchemes of ways and means, which never look beyond the pre- 
ſent hour. 


I know nothing that I can add to this ſketch, but my earneſt 
with, that it may in any degree anſwer your intention and expect- 
ation : as to the ſucceſsful execution of the plan, I feel an entire 
confidence, that nothing 1s requiſite for enſuring that, but the 


ſanction and approbation of that State, for whoſe ſervice it was 
formed. 
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Account ot the 


Hills, of Rajhmahl, as well as the country they poſſeſs, are utterly - 


different from thoſe of the Jungle Terry ; I thought it would 
moſt effectually keep the accounts of both free from obſcurity, if 


I concluded the ſketch of the Jungle Terry firſt, and gave that of 
the Hills ſeparately. 


It has been already remarked in the firſt Section, that theſe ' 


Hills are not a chain communicating with any others, but a 


cluſter of ſmall Hills ſurrounded by the flat countries: the diſ- 


tricts ſkirting them are as follows, beginning at Sacra Gully. 


1 Gongaperſaud—2 Tilliagurry-3 Colgong—4 Bauglepoor 
5 Curruckpoor —6 Bierboom —j Sultanabad—8 Ammar 
9 Rajhmahl — 10 Jumnee, which ends at Sacra Gully, and 


completes their contour. 


Theſe Hills are principally covered with wood, excepting 
where it has been cleared away by the natives in order to build 
their villages, and cultivate janaira, plaintains and yams, which, 

together 
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together with ſome of the ſmall grains mentioned in the account of 
the Jungle Terry, conſtitute almoſt the whole of the productions 


of thoſe Hills: great numbers of ſwine are alſo bred by the 
Mountaineers. | | 


Every large Hill which has, or ever has had, a village on it, 
bears a particular name; and over every inhabited Hill, is a chief 
called a Mangee, who is to every intent a feodal Lord; his Riots 
called Dungareahs, are alſo his ſoldiery, and pay him implicit 
obedience ; the compact between them is, that in all plunder, one 
half goes to the Mangee and his family, the other half is divided 
among the Dungareahs ; and of their cultivation one ſixteenth of 
all productions is paid to the Mangee in kind; but theſe chiefs 
never have paid, nor in fact ever could pay, any thing to Govern- 
ment. 


The inhabitants of theſe Hills are not poſſeſſed of any caſt, nor do 
they come within any one of the claſſes of Hindoos: of all things 
forbidden to the different tribes of Hindoos, not one is forbidden 
to them; they have barely an idea of a Supreme Being, whom 
they worſhip under the figure of a black ſtone, and the name 
of Ruxey Davey: the Prieſt to this Deity, is choſen upon the 
faith of ſuppoſed inſpirations, under the powers of which (but 


generally in fact, under that of ſpirituous liquors) he has been 


agitated by convulſive motions, much in the ſtyle of the Delphic 
Prieſteſs, who, perhaps, indeed was inſpired by the ſame 


means. On his death, another is choſen in the like manner.— 


Many curious circumſtances might be related of theſe ſavages, 
but that it would ſwell this ſketch to an unreaſonable ſize, vaſtly 


exceeding its importance: I ſhall, therefore, conclude this deſcrip- 


tion 
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tion of them by remarking, that they are of a ſhort ſtature, ſtrong, 


and active; and the arms they uſe are bows made of bamboo, and 
arrows of a ſtrong, thick ſpecies of reed, headed with iron, in 
different ſhapes ; but I think, they are far from very dexterous in 
the uſe of them. 


It is about fifteen years ſince the Hill people had any government 
among themſelves, of a general nature; and from the period of 
its diſſolution, they have become dangerous and troubleſome to the 
low country, which they never were before; and their ravages 
have been the more violent, as they were ſtimulated by hatred 


' againſt the Zemindars of the low country, for having cut off 


ſeveral of their chiefs by treachery. Formerly the Hills of each 
toppah were under one or more chief Mangees, to whom the 
Mangees of all the ſeparate hills were bound to ſhew obedience ; 
he was bound by a machulka to the Zemindar of the toppah, and 


had jaghier lands in the plain country granted for the ſupport of 


himſelf and family in a ſuitable manner. If any robbery hap- 
pened, he was obliged to trace it, and bring the thief to juſtice. 
All the Chokeys within the hills were Hill people, whoſe buſineſs 
was to prevent any bodies of people from the inner Hills paſſing 
through their gauts towards the plain country : while this mode 
prevailed, no robberies were committed ; the Hill people were 
happy and quiet, and the low country people were ſafe from de- 
predations. Every year at the feſtival of the Duſſarah, the head 


Mangee of each toppah, brought the reſt of the Mangees with 


him to his Zemindar, and renewed his oath of allegiance to 
Government : the other Mangees renewed theirs to him, and each 
of 


2 
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of them having received a turband, and been feaſted in their cuſ- 
tomary manner, returned to their reſpective diſtricts. 


But in time, the Zemindars falling into contempt with theſe 
Hill chiefs, they attempted to make themſelves independent of 
them; the former not having force to compel them to obedience, 
were obliged to have recourſe to treachery, and cut off ſeveral of 
them at a public feaſt, The other Mangees and Hill people left 
their reſpective gauts within the hills, and commenced thoſe 
devaſtations on the plain country, which have continued with 
little intermiſhon ever ſince : the Zemindary Chokeys, however, 
lying between the hills and the cultivated parts of the country, kept 
things within ſome bounds, till the year 1769, when the famine 
ſwept away numbers of their Chokeys, and left the plain coun- 
try entirely expoſed to the ravages of the Mountaineers. When 
Captain Brooke came into this quarter, the only information he 
could receive was from the people of the low country ; they 
conducted him againſt the Hills which were moſt troubleſome :— 
they were reduced, and many of their inhabitants compelled to 
ſettle in the low country; they even informed him of the former 
Chokey Bundy in the low country, part of which he re-eſtabhſh- 


ed; but they never gave him the leaſt information of there having 


_ ever been any government among the Hill people, further than 


that of a Mangee over each hill ; they repreſented the Hill people 
in general terms as a ſet of robbers, who always had been, and 


always would be, at open war with ſociety in general. 


The licentiouſneſs to which the Hill people had arrived, pre- 
vious to the employment of the Corps of Light Infantry, ren- 
| dered 
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dered it abſolutely neceſſary by ſome ſeverity to impreſs them 
with a fear of our military force in the firſt place; this has been 
done; but this is only a preparatory ſtep towards a ſolid ſettle- 
ment of them: the obedience ſhowu by the Mountaineers for 
the three or four laſt years, has been ſolely paid to our military 
force, and not at all derived from any ſyſtem of government, or 
any idea of connection with, or dependence on the ſtate ; and the 
low country people taking advantage of the barbarous, and at the 
ſame time, ſubjected ſtate of the Mountaineers, have oppreſſed 
them ſeverely; but in future, I am led to believe, their obedience 
will be voluntary and conſtant; their fear of our force will be 
ſupported by their belief of our juſtice, and knowing that all the 
benefits they receive, are in return for their peaceable deportment, 
they will be very loth on any occaſion to riſk the loſs of them 
by miſbehaviour. At the ſame time, I beg leave to ſuggeſt the 
neceſſity of giving me diſcretional authority, to compel obedience 
to this ſyſtem, in caſe any oppoſition ſhould be made to it; as in 
theſe wild countries a ſtrong coercive power 1s abſolutely requiſite 
for the ſupport of any Government. 


To effect this defirable end, I propoſe (as I did in the caſe of 
the Jungle Terry) an improvement, not an abrogation of their 
ancient forms of government; and for the moſt perfect informa- 
tion as to the beſt means of executing it, I have conſulted many 
of the Mangees who have come in to me; and they all agree in 
aſſerting, that if their ancient form of government is reſtored, an 
effectual end will be put to all the preſent irregularities ; that they 
will pay implicit obedience to the chiefs who ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
out of the ſeveral principal families, and that thoſe chiefs will pay 
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the ſame to Government: I therefore think it my duty to recom- 


mend the following method of ſettling the internal government 
of the Hills. 


That the ſucceſſors of the ſeveral Sirdar Mangees of the different 

Toppahs, be reſtored to the authority and poſſeſſions held formerly 
by their predeceſſors; but inſtead of holding them from the 
Zemindars, that they ſhall hold them by ſunnuds granted in the 
name of Government. That they ſhall give machulkahs to Go- 
vernment, ſpecifying the ſervices they are to perform, and the 
penalties in caſe of failure in the performance. 


That the inferior Mangees ſhall give machulkahs, ſpecifying 
their duties and penalties in the ſame manner, and moreover bind- 
ing them to their Sirdar Mangee, for all purpoſes ſpecified in his 
ſunnud. 


That all tranſactions with the hill people ſhall be carried on 
through their Sirdar Mangees, whereby every abuſe ariſing from 
the rapacity of the low country Gautwalls and others, will be 
prevented. | 


That the annual oath of allegiance, with the ancient forms 
and ceremonies attending it, be renewed; as theſe barbarians 
ſeem to have great reverence for that inſtitution. That if the 
Mangee or Mangees of any of the hills, refuſe to acquieſce in 
this eſtabliſhment, they ſhall be treated as enemies. 


That 
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That Hauts be eſtabliſhed at proper places, to forward the in- 


tercourſe of the Hill people with the low country.—Theſe regu- 
lations will, I believe, ſufficiently enſure the peace of the hills. 


As a farther ſecurity to the low country, I beg leave to recom- 
mend the following plan for re-eſtabliſhing the Chokeys in the 


diſtrias at the foot of the hills, the ſtate of which in the feveral 
diſtricts ſurrounding this cluſter of hills is as follows. 
CURRUCKPO OR In theſe diſtricts, the whole of the lands 
and being held on feodal tenure, every Gaut 
BIERBOOM, ) or paſs leading from the hills, and every 
village has its reſpective Chokey; the Mountaineers therefore can 
do little or no harm to them. | 


Of the ſtate of that country I am as yet 


RADSHAHI | pages but I believe no injury ts 


done to it by the Mountaineers. 


| The Zemindars of the Jungle Terry diſ- 
RAJHMAHL ricts depending on theſe diviſions, extending 
from Barcope to Furrucabad, along the 


COLGONG f ſkirts of the hills, have very large tracts 
of land in Jaghier, for keeping up a number 
and of Chokeydars at the ſeveral paſſes leading 


| from the hills.—Theſe are under the autho- 
BAUGLEPOOR | rity of the Zemindars, and were formerly 
ſtationed fo near each other, that the firing 
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of a match lock at one Chokey, alarmed the next, and ſo on all 
along, by which means the Mountaineers were never able to 
come beyond this line of Chokeys; but in time the Zemindars 
neglecting this eſtabliſhment, many of the Chokeys became 
deſerted; and the famine of 1769 and c, falling with extraordi- 
nary ſeverity upon thoſe diſtricts, ſuch numbers of the people of all 
denominations periſhed, that this Chokey bundy was almoſt en- 
tirely deſtroyed on the ſides of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajh- 
mahl; and opened the way for thoſe ravagers into the very heart 
of the plain country, which they plundered almoſt with impunity, 
till Captain Brooke was ſent againſt them; after forcing them to 
take ſhelter within their hills, he replaced a conſiderable number 
of the Chokeys above deſcribed : I have alſo eſtabliſhed a great 
many, but many more are ſtill yacant, and thereby the grand end 
of a perfect chain of them, with communication from one to an- 
other, for the purpoſe of general alarm and defence, is deſtroyed: 
] would therefore recommend 1ſt. That all the vacant Gauts be 
immediately manned with a proper force, but as the Jaghier lands 
formerly applied to the ſupport of thoſe Chokeys, have now been 
waſte for many years, and cannot of courſe afford any mainte- 
nance to them at all, the Chokeydars muſt be retained in monthly 
pay, at leaſt for the preſent, till the aforefaid Jaghiers can be re- 
cultivated. —This expence ſhould be defrayed out of the Jaghiers 
and allowances. of the Zemindars, as far as they will go, after 
making ſuitable proviſion for the Zemindars ; and this is the more 
reaſonable, ſince, though they have ſuffered the Chokeydary 
Jaghiers to go to ruin, they have taken care to keep their own in 
a ſtate of cultivation, probably by the very hands which ſhould 
have guarded the paſſes from the Hills, and protected the plain 


country; 
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country; I ſay only probably, becauſe as yet I have had no oppor- 
tunity of enquiring on the ſpot, whether reports which I have 
heard of that tenor be true or falſe. 


Should theſe reſources, however, prove inſufficient to anſwer 
the expence of re-eſtabliſhing the Chokey bundy from Furruck- 
abad to Barcope, I think it an object worthy the attention of 
Government, to pay the remainder out of the Jungle Terry 


revenues, till the Chokeydary Jaghiers can be reſtored to a ſtate 


of cultivation: I even think it would be ſ{tri&t oeconomy, as the 
valuable ſudder lands of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajhmahl, 
would be thereby ſecured from diſturbances, and their cultiva- 
tion and rent increaſe anuually. 


As the Zemindars of this part of the Jungle Terry from Bar- 
cope to Furruckabad, have ſhewn themſelves ſo undeſerving of 
truſt in the management of the Chokey bundy, I. would adviſe 
that they be not in future allowed to have any authority over 
them, but that inſtead of them, the following officers be ap- 
pointed on the part of Government, 


That to every Dhee of thoſe Jungle Terry Toppahs, there be 


a Tannadar, who ſhall be accountable for all the Chokeys ſtation- 


ed at the paſſes leading from the Hills into his Dhee. He ſhall 
be anſwerable, that the Chokeydars are never abſent from their 


poſts, and in caſe of the Hill people attempting to force their 
way through any of his Chokeys, it ſhall not only be his duty to 
repel them, but to aſcertain from what Hill or Hills the attempt 
was made, that orders being thereupon ſent for that purpoſe to 
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the perſons in authority within the Hills, the offenders may be 
brought to juſtice —The Chokeydars at their ſeveral Chokeys, 
ſhall be obliged to pay him entire obedience for all theſe ends, and 
ſhall report to him all intelligence and occurrences, 


Over theſe Tannadars, I adviſe that there be two Sezawils ap- 
pointed, the authority of the one to extend from Barcope to 
Shahabad, of the other from Sacragully to Furruckabad; there is 
no occafion for any from Sacragully to Shahabad, as there are 
poſts of Sepoys all the way. 


The Tannadars reſpectively within their limits, to be under 
the orders of the Sezawils, in the ſame manner, and for the ſame 
ends as the Chokeydars are to the Tannadars; little points of re- 
gulation for the better management of the Chokey bundy, thall 
be at their diſcretion, but no confiderable alteration to be made 
without previouſly adviſing me through the officer commanding 
at Diggie, and waiting for my orders: the Sezawils ſhall alſo re- 
ceive weekly reports of the ſtate of the Chokeys from the ſeveral 
Tannadars, and make theirs to the officer at Diggie accordingly, 
but extraordinary occurrences ſhall be immediately reported. 
The officers reports ſhall be made to me in the fame manner: I 
alſo. recommend, that a ſufficient number of Bundwarries be at- 
tached to each Sezawil, to keep up the neceflary intercourſe be- 
tween him and the Mangees. 


The Bundwarries are a ſet of people peculiar to this country, 
and fo very uſeful, that I dare fay, the keeping them will meet 
your approbation; they are people of the low country, who hav- 


ing 
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ing learnt the language of the Hill people, are employed in all 
ttanſactions with them; and ſo entire is their faith in | theſe 
Bundwarries, that in time of the greateſt hoſtility, they can go 
ſafely into the Hills, and any Mangee who is in arms, will come 
down and ſubmit on their aſſurance of his ſafety.— The uſe 
which I propoſe making of them, is to prevent any abuſes to- 
wards the Hill people by the officers of the Zemindars, or of 
Government; for which end, I ſhall leave them in charge of the 
Sirdar Mangees, to forward every complaint to me, that it may 
be immediately attended to, and the evil redrefled as ſoon as it 
exiſts ; the very nature of their employment ſhews the neceſſity 
of their being entirely free from every authority and dependence 
but that of Government. 


In addition to this general plan, I beg leave to recommend the 
following improvements. 


In one of my letters to the board, I gave it as my opinion, that 
many robberies were committed by perſons reſiding in the low 
country, for which the Hill people bore the blame.—Since com- 
ing round to this place, I have reaſon to be confirtned in that be- 
lief, both by the teſtimony of the Hill people, and particular en- 
quiries among the parties themſelves, enforced with promiſes and 
little preſents which induced them to give me this account. 


That in the famine of 1769 and 1770, a very conſiderable 
number of the inhabitants of the country round this, compelled 
by want, all the crops of rice, wheat, &c. having failed in' the 


low lands, fled to the Hills, where the hardy grains of Muckye, 


Borah 


— —— 8 — — — — - — — — — 
- Ld Ba — ahi oe — 


hy = Weng 


f 


SUPPLEMENT, 


L 84 J 


Borah, &c. wanting little water, were very plentiful; they re- 
mained among the Hill people till the famine was over, and grain 
cheap in the low country, to which they then returned; but hav- 
ing forfeited their reſpective caſts by their communication with 
the Hill people, they were held in ſo abominable a light, that no 
perſon would truſt or employ them : this neceſſity, and perhaps 
ſome influence from the example. of the Hill people, ſoon made 


them robbers, and being well acquainted with the low country, 


they were more dangerous than the Hill people by far. For the 
end of robbing with the greater ſecurity, they adopted the dreſs 
and arms of the Hill people whenever they attacked villages or 
paſſengers, and thereby multiplied complaints againſt the others, 
for it was impoſſible for the ſufferers to examine further than the 
general appearance of the perſons by whom they were aſſailed. — 
Theſe people till reſide in the low country, and while this is the 
caſe, it is next to impoſſible to know when robberies are com- 
mitted by the Hill people or by them; to remedy which evil, I 
beg leave to recommend the three following regulations. 


1ſt, That the Zemindars of Rajhmahl, &c. bordering on the 
Hills under the collector of Bauglepoor, be ordered by him, to 
make exact regiſters of the inhabitants of every village under their 
authority, and that no perſon be ſuffered to reſide therein, but 
ſuch as have a viſible method of living by agriculture, or working 
at ſome trade. 


2d. That no perſon be permitted to carry bows and arrows, but 
the Hill people and Chokeydary Pikes, on pain of being confined 
and delivered over to the Foujdaary Adowlat ; for theſe being the 


arms 
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arms of the Hill people, furniſh, as I ſaid before, the grand 
means of robbing in their names; —all other arms they may 
carry for the ſafety of their own perſons, they not being liable to 
the ſame abuſes.— This article is of great importance, and I beg 
leave particularly to recommend it. 
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3d. Several robberies have formerly been charged upon the 
Hill people, which have been committed on particular houſes in 
villages, where ſecreted money and effects have been dug up. 
As the Hill people have no kind of intercourſe with the low: 
country, it amounts to almoſt a certainty, that ſuch robberies 
never could have been committed by them; or if they were, it 
muſt have ariſen from the intelligence and information given. 
them by the inhabitants of the place itſelf,, who were acquainted 
with the ſituation of ſuch property; I would therefore recom- 
mend, that it be publiſhed, that no robberies, excepting ſuch as 
appear to have been attended with open violence, ſuch as driving 
off herds of cattle, and plundering and burning villages, or in- 
tercepting paſſengers on the high roads, will ever be conſidered as 
the acts of the Hill people, or any enquiry made among them 
upon the ſubje&; this will compel the principal men in the 
villages to attend more particularly to the police of their villages, 
and. eſpecially to guard againſt any perſons reſiding in. them, who 
have ſome of their relations in the Hills, which is the caſe at 
preſent.—lI beg leave to recommend, that theſe three regulations 
be immediately ordered. 


Moſt of the Sepoys in the company's ſervice have originally 
been huſbandmen, and their families ſtill follow that method of 
e life, 
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life, in and beyond the Company's territories; I beg to ſubmit it 
to your conſideration, whether it would not be for the advantage 
of Government, to publiſh through the invalid corps of Sepoys, 
that whoever among them will ſettle on the lands between the 
Hills and the Sudder, ſhall have ſmall Jaghiers given for that 
purpoſe, for the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and families, who are 
to be brought thither.— This would afford the proſpect of a com- 
fortable maintenance to old ſoldiers worn out in our ſervice, and 
would eſtabliſh a kind of militia, whoſe poſſeſſions being inter- 
ſperſed among thoſe of the Malguzarry tenants, would keep the 
whole in ſafety from the Mountaineers ; feodal ſervice might alſo 
be enjoined from them if approved of. 


The ſafety of the public Dawks being an object of much im- 
portance, I have formed the following plan for enſuring it, and I 
beg your authority for eſtabliſhing it ; at the ſame time, from my 
conviction of its great utility, both for the ſafety of the Dawks, 
and the civilization of the Mountaineers, I have already begun 
to put it in execution. Four principal diviſions of the hills upon 
my new plan, are parallel to the extent of the road on which the 
Dawks have at any time been inſulted or endangered ; over each 
of theſe diviſions, are one of thoſe chiefs mentioned in my plan, 
to whom all the petty chiefs in the ſame diviſion pay implicit 
obedience, 


The firſt of theſe commences at Furruckabad, and ends at 
Rajhmahl; the ſecond extends from Rajhmahl to Sacragully ; the 
third from Sacragully to Shahabad; the fourth from Shahabad to 
three coſs beyond Pealapoor, where the Jungle Terry boundary 
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ends. I propoſed to each of theſe chiefs, that he ſhould be bound 
to ſafely conduct the Dawks through his boundary, for which 
purpoſe, a proper number of his people ſhould attend at the 
Dawk ſtations ; that himſelf ſhould have a monthly allowance 
from Government, for which he ſhould bind himſelf by the moſt 
forcible machulkah and oath, to prote& and forward the Dawks 
with the greateſt expedition; that excluſive of this, the Hill 
people employed with the Dawk, ſhould have a braſs plate fixed 


on a belt, inſcribed with the name of the place at which they 


are ſtationed, and ſignifying their being ſervants of the company 
for forwarding the Dawks; and that this would prevent any per- 
ſons from ſtopping or preſſing them for Coolies ; and that beſides 
this, they ſhould once a year receive a turband as a preſent to 
each of theſe Hill people : the chiefs very readily conſented, and 
indeed ſeemed exceedingly happy at the employment projected 
for them, and the ſalary they would get for it. I beg leave there- 
fore, to recommend its being put in execution immediately for 
the following reaſons : 


This ſalary will ſtrongly attach theſe four principal chiefs to 
the State, and no man under their authority will dare by any at- 


tempt againſt the public Dawk, to endanger this valuable poſ- 
ſeſſion of his feodal Lord. 


It will greatly contribute to civilize the Hill people in general, 
when they perceive the advantage ariſing from a dependence on 
our Government, and will give the ſtrongeſt idea of ſafety to all 


denominations of paſſengers.—Laſtly, the whole expence of this 


eſtabliſhment, will be within one thouſand rupees per annum, 
O 2 e e 
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and I do not believe, that any danger whatever will then exiſt to 
the public diſpatches; whereas very expenſive eſtabliſhments of 
Burcondaſſes have been hitherto ineffectual.— The Hircarrahs and 
every thing will remain with the poſtmaſter's people as at pre- 
ſent, the Hill people will only act as eſcorts to them.—As the 
Hill people are exceedingly wild and timorous at preſent, I beg 
leave to point out the expediency of ſome very forcible order 
being iſſued for preventing any violence being offered to them 
by troops paſſing up and down, as otherwiſe they will never ſtay 
at their reſpective ſtations, nor perform the ſervices expected 
from them. 
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SUCH are the beſt lights I can poſſibly throw upon the == 
ject, both with reſpe& to the preſent and future management of 
theſe frontier countries; if it be ſaid, that a military Govern- 
ment is a thing quite foreign to our conſtitution, I admit it; but 
it is not ſo evidently different from our civil Government in Eng- 
land, as this country and its inhabitants, are from thoſe of our 
own: and ſurely ſince we cannot make countries to ſuit our Go- 
vernment, we ſhould make our Government to ſuit the countries, 
which is in our province to rule over; and as I conceive external 
ſtrength and ſafety, and internal peace and regularity, are the 
true ends of Government; and as I am convinced they are in 
thoſe wild diſtricts, only procurable by the means I have pointed 
out, I therefore beg leave to recommend them, as the only Go- 
vernment adapted to this frontier throughout. 


JAMES BROWNE. 
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To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esa. Chairman of che Hon- | 
 ourable Court of Directors, for the Affairs of the 
Honourable United Eaſt India Company. 


SI X, 
CONFORMABLY to the wiſh which you were 


pleaſed to expreſs, that I ſhould furniſh you with an 
account of the riſe and preſent ſtats of the tribe of 
people called Sicks ; T now beg leave to ſubmit to your 
peruſal, the following tranſlation which ] have made, 
of a Perſian manuſcript, written by my deſire while I 
reſided at the court of Debly ; to which I have added, | 
all the information which have by other channels 
acquired, reſpecting that people; and ] have accompani= 
ed the whole with a map, ſpecifying the extent of their 
territories, the names of their chiefs, together with the 
places of their reſpective reſidence, and the number of 
their forces. I ſhall be very happy, if this tract is 
thought in any degree worthy of your attention, and 
beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great truth and 


reſpect, 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 


JAMES BROWNE. 


HARLEY-STREET, 
Sept, 17, 1787. 


INT ROD UCT I O N. 


9 1 the time of my reſidence as the Engliſh 

Miniſter, at the Court of his Majeſty Shah Alum, 
I took every opportunity to acquire a knowledge of the 
ſtrength, reſources, diſpoſition, and conſtitution of the 
ſeveral ſtates bordering on the provinces of Agra and 
Dehly, by ſeeking out, and cultivating a perſonal in- 
timacy with the beſt informed men on thoſe ſeveral 
ſubjects.—In the courſe of theſe reſearches, the firſt and 
moſt 1mportant obje& which preſented itſelf, was the 
great irregular Ariſtocracy of the Szcks ; a ſect, which 
from a ſmall beginning in the neighbourhood of Lahore, 
has eſtabliſhed itſelf in the complete poſſeſſion of all the 
country between the Attock and the Sutledge, and 


levies contributions to the very frontier of the Vizier's 
. = 2 0 
domin1ons. 


Having met with two Hindoos of conſiderable know- 
ledge, who were natives of Lahore, where they had 
reſided the greater part of their lives, and who had in 
their poſſeſſion, accounts of the riſe and progreſs of the 
Sicks, written in the Nuggary (or common Hindoo) 

P character, 


(200-2 


character, J perſuaded them to let me have a tranſlation 
of one of them in the Perſian language, abridging it as 
much as they could do, without injuring the eſſential 
purpoſe of information. — After all, I found it extremely 
defective in a regular continuation of dates, and there- 
fore not deſerving the name of a hiſtory : however, the 
dates of the principal events are clearly determined ; 
future opportunities and greater leiſure than I poſſeſſed 
while at Dehly, may aſcertain thoſe which are at preſent 
unknown.—This Perſian ſketch of an hiſtory, I have 
tranſlated into Engliſh, and now beg leave to offer it to 
my honourable maſters, as I am perſuaded, that the 
rapid progreſs of this ſect, will hereafter render a know- 
ledge of them, their ſtrength, and government, very 
important to the adminiſtration of Bengal.—But as in 
the Perſian manuſcript very little is ſaid of the manners 
and cuſtoms of the Sicks, I ſhall inſert in this introduc- 
tion, all that I have been able to diſcover on thoſe 


heads. 


The people known by the name of S!c&s, were origi- 
nally the common inhabitants of the provinces of Lahore 
and Multan, and moſtly of the Jaut tribe; the doctrine 
on which their ſe& is founded, was introduced by 
Gooroo Nanuch, about two hundred and fifty years ago; 
and appears to bear that kind of relation to the Hindoo 
religion, which the Proteſtant does to the Romiſh, re- 
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taining all the eſſential principles, but being abridged of 
moſt of its ceremonies, as well as of the ſubordinate 
objects of veneration.— At firſt, the ſe& was merely 
ſpeculative, quiet, inoffenſive, and unarmed; they were 
firſt perſecuted by the barbarous bigotry of Amungzebe; 
and perſecution, as will ever be the caſe, gave ſtrength 
to that which is meant to deſtroy; the Sicks from ne- 
ceſſity confederated together, and finding that their 
peaceable deportment did not ſecure them from oppreſ- 
ſion, they took up arms to defend themſelves againſt a 
tyrannical government; and as will always happen 
where the common rights of humanity are violated, a 
hero aroſe, whoſe courage and ability directed the efforts 
of his injured followers, to a juſt, though ſevere revenge. 
—As the progreſs of theſe events 1s related in the 
hiſtory, I ſhall only ſay at preſent, that as the Mogul 
government declined, the Sicks in ſpite of repeated 
attempts to ſuppreſs them, continued to acquire ſtrength. 
— They made the diſtinction of their ſect, a political as 
much as a religious principle, rendering the admiſſion 
into it eaſy to all, and the immediate temporal advan- 
tages of protection and independance, as great and as 
evident as poſſible; while they at the ſame time levied 
contributions upon all cheir neighbours, who refuſed to 


come into their fraternity. 


„ As 


1 


As to their government, it is ariſtocratical, but very 
irregular and imperfe& ; for the body of the people is 
divided under a number of chiefs, who poſleſs portions 
of country, either by former right as Zemindars, or by 
uſurpation.—Theſe chiefs enjoy diſtin authority in 
their reſpective diſtricts, uncontrolled. by any ſuperior 
power; and only aſſemble together on particular oc- 
caſions for the purpoſes of depredation, or of defence; 
when in a tumultuous Diet, they chooſe by majoriy of 
votes, a leader to command their joint forces during the 
expedition ; generally from among thoſe chiefs, whoſe 
Zemindaries are molt conſiderable; his authority, is 
however but ill obeyed by ſo many other chiefs, who 
though poſſeſſed of ſmaller territories, yet as leaders of 
the fraternity of Sicks, think themſelves perfectly his 
equals, and barely allow him, during his temporary ele- 
vation, the dignity of Primus inter Pares. 


About thirty years ago, one Jeſſa Sing Kelal, a chief 
of conſiderable weight and abilities, having been choſen 
commander of their grand army, when it expelled the 
Aumils of Ahmed Shah Durrany from the city, and 
Subah of Lahore, became ſo popular, that he ventured 
to ſtrike rupees at the mint of Lahore in his own name, 
with an inſcription in Perſian to this effect, Jeſla Kelal 
* conquered the country of Ahmed, and ſtruck this 
coin by the grace of God: but after they had been 


current 
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eurrent about fifteen years, the grand Diet of the Sick 
chiefs, (called Goormutta) determined to call in all thoſe 
rupees, and to ſtrike them in the names of Gooroo 
Nanuck, and Gooroo Gobind Sing, the firſt and the laſt 
of their Gooroos, or religious leaders; the latter of 
whom directed them to take up arms againſt the Muſ- 
ſulmans, and rendered general a kind of feaſt to be 
celebrated at the grand Diet, or Goormutta, at which 
feaſt they uſe large diſhes called in. Perſian Daig, which 
I mention to explain the Perſian inſcription uſed on 
their coin from that time, which is as follows, © Goorop 
« Gobind Sing, received from Nanuck the Daig, the 
„ Sword, and rapid Victory.“ | 


The city of Lahore is at preſent divided among the 
three moſt powerful chiefs, who ſhare the revenue ariſ- 
ing from all impoſts and duties, &c. within the city, in- 
cluding the mint; the names of the preſent poſſeſſors 
are, Gujer Sing, Subah Sing, and Laina Sing, 


The Diets of the Sicks are held at the holy Tank 
(baſon of water) of Amrutſur, about twenty coſs north 
by eaſt from Lahore, which was appointed for that pur- 
poſe by their Gooroo.—Here as I ſaid before, the com- 


mander for the campaign is choſen, and their expeditions 
for the ſeaſon planned, 


The 
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The plunder collected during theſe expeditions, 1s 
divided among the chiefs according to the number of 
their followers, to whom each chief makes his own 
diſtribution. | 


In the diſtricts not reduced to their abſolute ſubjection, 
but into which they make occaſional incurſions, they 
levy a tribute which they call Raukey, and which is 
about one fifth, (as the Marhatta Chout 1s one fourth) 
of the annual rent; whenever a Zemindar has agreed 
to pay this tribute to any Sick chief, that chief not only 
himſelf, refrains from plundering him, but will protect 
him from all others; and this protection is by general 
conſent held ſo far ſacred, that even if the grand army 
paſſes through a Zemindary where the ſafe guards of the 


loweſt Sick chief are ſtationed, it will not violate them. 


Since the Sicks became powerful, and confederated 
for the purpoſe of conqueſt, they have called their con- 
federacy Khalſa Gee, or the State, and their grand 
army Dull Khalſa Gee, or the Army of the State. 


As the extent of their poſſeſſions is clearly expreſſed 
in the accompanying map, as well as the names of their 
chiefs, and the number of their forces from the beſt 
authorities; I ſhall only obſerve, that the country is ſaid 
to be in a ate of high cultivation, which I believe, be- 


caule 


op 
cauſe they carry into it all the cattle fit for tillage, which 


come into their poſſeſſion by plunder, colle& a very 
moderate rent, and that moſtly in kind, and during any 


inteſtine diſputes, their ſoldiery never moleſt the huſ- 
bandman. 


Trade however, is in a low ſtate, owing to the in- 
ſecurity of merchants going backwards and forwards. 
through the territories of ſo many independant chiefs. 


Of their manufactures, the principal are very fine 


cloth, which they make at Lahore, as alſo the beſt arms 
in Hindoſtan. 


Their cavalry is remarkably good, the men being 
very hardy and well armed with fabres and excellent 
matchlocks, which they uſe with great dexterity; the 
horſes bred in their country, are of one of the beſt 
breeds in the empire, owing to the uſe formerly made 
there of Arabian and Perſian ſtallions, and ſomething 
in the temperature of the air and water of that country. 
Moſt of theſe ſoldiers have two or three horſes each, by 
which means their incurſions are made with great 
rapidity, their armies marching from fiſty to one hun- 
dred and twenty miles a day :—their dreſs is dark blue, 
as ordered by Gooroo Gobind, and gives them, when 

collected 
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collected in large bodies together, a very diſmal appear- 
ance. 


The chiefs are only diſtinguiſhable from their followers, 
by finer horſes and arms. 


I have converſed with ſeveral Sicks, who were ſent to 
me by different chiefs on complimentary meſſages ; and 
I perceived a manly boldneſs in their manner and con- 
verſation, very unlike the other inhabitants of Hindoſtan, 
owing no doubt to the freedom of their government. 


In their camps they uſe no tents, even the chiefs 
are ſheltered by nothing more than ſmall Numgheras 
(quare canopies of coarſe cotton cloth) ſupported on 
four ſlender poles—the common ſoldiers pitch a blanket 
on two ſticks, and faſten the corners down to the ground 
with wooden pins, ſo that they encamp or decamp in a 
few minutes. | 


Among their cuſtoms, the following are remarkable : 


They will not uſe tobacco, though its uſe is univer- 
| fal to all the inhabitants of Hindoſtan, yet they drink 
ſpirits ard ſmoke Bang (the leaves of hemp) to the 
greateſt exce ſs cf intoxicatic n. 


In 


(9: 
'In admitting a proſelyte, they make him drink Sher- 


bet out of a large cup, with certain ceremonies, as will 
be ſeen hereafter, and which are deſigned to ſignify, 
that every diſtinction is aboliſhed, except that of being a 
Sick, even a Muſſulman may become a Sick on theſe 
conditions.—From the time that he is admitted into the 
fraternity, he wears a ſteel ring round one of his wriſts, 
lets his hair and beard grow to full length, and calls on 
the name of the Gooroo in confirmation of all engage- 
ments. 


Theſe are all the circumſtances reſpecting this Sect, 
which are not ſpecifically mentioned in the hiſtory : to 
which I will add, that a ſe& which contained in its 
original principles ſo much internal vigour, as ſuſtained 
it againſt the bloody perſecution of a great government, 
determined and intereſted to ſuppreſs it, raiſed it up 
again with freſh ſtrength on every opportunity which 
occurred; and at length enabled it ſo far to ſubdue all 
oppoſition, as to acquire an entire and undiſturbed do- 
minion over ſome of the fineſt provinces of the empire, 
from whence it makes incurſions into others, holding out 
protection to all who join, and deſtruction to all who 
oppoſe it; a ſect, which makes religion and politics 
unite in its aggrandizement, and renders the entrance 
into it ſo eaſy to all who deſire to become members of 
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it, cannot fail to extend itſelf very far, and in the end 
to be exceedingly formidable to all its neighbours. 


Reſpecting the map which accompanies this hiſtory, 
it was laid down from a Perſian map of Punjab which I 
procured at Agra; and was put into its preſent ſhape 
by Lieutenant James Nathaniel Rind, of the Bengal 
eſtabliſhment, who commanded the eſcorte which ac- 
companied me while reſident” at the Shah's court, and 
whom I muſt here beg leave to mention as a very 
deſerving officer —The map, however, is defigned 
principally as a political chart, to ſhew the extent of the 
dominions of the Sicks, and the places where the chiefs 
reſide: on points of Geographical knowledge, I have 
too juſt an opinion of Major Rennell's abilities, to at- 
tempt an improvement on any work of his; and I there- 
fore give this explanation of the deſign of the accom- 
panying map, that no other may be imputed to me. 
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SPECIFYING TA RESIDENCE OF THE SEVERAL CHIEFS, THEIR NAMES, 
AND THE NUMBER OF THEIR FORCES. 
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Charman of the Honorable Court of Directors ; 
by ts Obliged and im, Obedwent Servant, 


JAMES BROWNE. 
N:B: The Places engraved in Roman Character, are those at which the Several Chiefs reside. 
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AH. pol N the latter end of the reign of Sultan Baber, Nanuck Shah, 

A D. 1529.) a Derviſh, by tribe a Kezreree, lived in the village of Shoderah, 
ſituated about ſeven crores (or coſs) eaſt of the river Chenab ; 
as he was a man of a moſt exemplary life, and eminent for his 
piety, charity, and abſtinence, he became famous throughout 
Hindoſtan, and wherever he went teaching his doctrine, he made 
a great number of proſelytes ; he wrote ſeveral books upon the 
nature and inſtitutions of his order; ſuch as the Purraun Sunkely, 
&c. which he diſtributed for the regulation of the worſhip of his 
followers.—He took the title of Gooroo, or religious Teacher, and 
called his followers in general Sicks, which ſignifies followers of 

b a Sect, but his immediate diſciples, whom he inſtructed in the 

| myſteries of his doctrine, he called Murids, or Diſciples ; theſe 

terms are often confounded, but they are properly very diſ- 

tint, - \ He 6 Q 2 
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AH. = After the death of Gooroo Nanuck, his ſucceſſors were in the 
A D. 1529. following order: 


* 


1 Gooroo Ankud. 
2 Gooroo Amerdad. 
3 Gooroo Ramdas. 


4 Gooroo Arjun who wrote the Gurhunt, now generally 
followed as the rule of diſcipline. 


5 Gooroo Ramroy. 
6 Gooroo Hur Roy. 
7 Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirſhen, 


theſe Gooroos appear. upon an average, to have exerciſed their 
office about twenty-two years each. 


AH. wg In the year of the Hegira, 1073, Aurungzebe being on the 

A D. 1662.) throne, a ſon was born to Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirſhen, to whom 
they gave the name of Taigh Behader, when this ſon came to the 
age of puberty,—being remarkable for his piety and abſtinence, — 
his followers conceived a ſuperſtitious veneration for him, and 
uſed among themſelves, to call him the true King; he on his part, 
whatever he received in preſents, or offerings from his diſciples, 
or the Sicks in general, he laid out in proviſions, which he 


publicly 


High] 


A H. 1073. publicly. diſtributed to all who choſe to receive them; this brought 
AD. 1662. ] great numbers to participate of his bounty. 


AH. 1096. 
A D. 1684. 


The news writers of Lahore, ſoon tranſmitted an account of 
theſe circumſtances to Aurungzebe, who was then engaged in the 
war of the Deckan; and his Majeſty being very particular in his 
examination of all perſons who pretended to extraordinary ſanctity, 
he ſent ſome Yeſawils (or Uſhers) to bring Taigh Behader to his 
preſence, who on their arrival at the place of his reſidence, im- 
mediately ſet out with them, and ſoon arrived at the court. 


Aurungzebe having called him into his preſence, examined him 
very ſtrictly reſpecting the revelations and miracles to which he 
ſuppoſed that he pretended; to which Taigh Behader replied, 
& that he was a Derviſh; that he ſubſiſted on the alms of the 
“ charitable, and paſted his life in the contemplation and ador- 
« ation of God; but that he neither pretended to revelations nor 
« miracles.” The Shah again ſaid, „they call you the true 
% King, and Taigh Behader, (which was a military title) what 
« preſumption is this?“ to which Taigh Behader replied, 
& whatever is, is from God; Derviſhes have nothing to do with 
& titles or honours.” — The Shah perceiving that he could diſ- 
cover nothing of the revelations or miracles attributed to this 
Derviſh, gave orders for putting him to death immediately, —At 
that time, a Bramin of the name of Murdaneh, who ſtood by, 
ſaid to Taigh Behader, „If you will give me permiſſion, I will 


„ imprecate curſes on theſe perſecutors, and by the juſtice of 


“ God, you ſhall fee them inſtantly deſtroyed.” But Taigh 


Behader, according to the counſel given to him at parting by his 
7 be father, 
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14 I 
father, to preſerve the ſecret of the ſect, though it ſhould coſt 
him his life, replied, ** The time is not yet come, God himſelf 


« will puniſh them, and raiſe up a hero, who will exact ample 
% vengeance for my blood.” | : 


He was accordingly put to () death, and upon the ſpot where 
he ſuffered Martyrdom, a monument has been erected, which is 
{till in being, and offerings are made at it. 


Soon after this, the widow of Taigh Behader, having been left 
with child, was delivered of a ſon, to whom they gave the name 
of Gobind Sing, who growing up, and being about twenty years 
of age, conceived an ardent defire to revenge the death of his 
father; but either finding his party too weak, or wanting reſolu- 
tion in his own mind to attempt ſo dangerous an enterprize, he, 
() by the advice of the Bramins, performed a number of ſuper- 
ſtitious rites, in expectation, that ſome manifeſtation of the 
Divine pleaſure would appear in his favour ; at length a voice 


was 


Aurungzebe ſeems on this, as well as on many other occaſions, to have made religion a 
vell to cover his political tyranny ; the real motive of this cruelty to Taigh Behader, was 
moſt probably, reſentment for his having allowed his followers to call him he true King; 


and his having uſed a military title, which was not granted by Royal Patent, agreeably to 


the cuſtoms of that Government, of all which he was excceding jealous, 


I have omitted the detail of theſe ſuperſtitions, which would but tire the enlightened. 


European reader; their object was no doubt, to impreſs the common people with a belief 
that their cauſe was ſupported by divine favor and protection. 


} 
| 
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was ſaid to have been heard from heaven, declaring the revenge 
he ſought for, ſhould not be attained by him, but by his diſ- 


ciples after his death ; and that his ect ſhould at laſt arrive at the 
higheſt point of ſtrength and dominion. 


The mind of Gooroo Gobind Sing, ſeems to have become diſ- 
ordered by the influence of theſe ſuperſtitious reveries, and to 
have remained for ſome time in that ſtate ; but at length having 
recovered his reaſon, he put on a dreſs of dark blue, let his hair 
and beard grow to their full length, and inſtructed his ſe& to 
follow his example in theſe points. He alſo directed them to arm 


themſelves in expectation of the hour, when the prophecy ſhould 
be fulfilled, | | 


From this time, the Sicks animated with enthuſiaſm, began to 
colle& together from all parts of the Empire, and. multitudes of 
new proſelytes were daily enrolled in the ſect, which was render- 
ed important by the martyrdom of Taigh Behader.—Gooroo Go- 
bind Sing, eſtabliſhed a ceremony to be uſed on the reception of 
new proſelytes, which ceremony is called Poil, and conſiſts in 
making them drink Sherbet out of a cup, ſtirring it round with 
a dagger, and pronouncing a certain (©) incantation at the ſame 
time. 


Advice 


mts 


This incantation I could never get the words of, though I took ſome pains to do ſo.— It 
ſeems to be among the Arcana of this ſect, 
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Advice being conveyed to Aurungzebe of all theſe particulars, 
he ſent orders to the Navab Vizier Khan, who was then Foujdar 
of Sirhind, to take the requiſite ſteps for ſuppreſſing this threat- 


ening inſurrection; but before this order was received, Gooroo 


Gobind, having gone to collect his followers from the eaſtern 
provinces, died at the city of Patna; and his wife having died 
ſometime before, two children whom he had, the one about ſix, 
the other about five years old, were left under the care of his 
mother, (the widow of Taigh Behader) who hearing of the 
Shah's orders to Vizier Khan, attempted to fly with her two 


grand children from Amrutſur to Macowal, which was her native 


place. Many of Gooroo Gobind's followers accompanied, in 
order to eſcort them ſafe to the place of their deſtination.—By 
the time they had got to the village of Chumkore, which was ſeven 
coſs from Sirhind, the Navab Vizier Khan, according to the 
Shah's orders, ſent a body of troops commanded by Khizzer 


| Khan Malnere, together with the Buckſhy of his own army, to 


take Gooroo Gobind's family priſoners, and bring them to Sir- 
hind. —Khizzer Khan having overtaken them at that place, the 
Sicks who accompanied the Gooroo's family, defended them with 


the greateſt reſolution ; many of the Shah's people were killed, 


as well as of the Sicks; but as the former were vaſtly ſuperior in 


number, the two children, together with their grandmother, 


were taken priſoners, and all their wealth and property, which 
they were carrying away with them was plundered ;—the few 
Sicks who ſurvived, eſcaped by flight. —Khizzer Khan brought his 
priſoners to the Navab Vizier Khan at Sirhind, who put them in 
confinement, and adviſed Aurungzebe of it, 
Me a Ore They 
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They ſay, that Vizier Khan, who had been forty years 
Foujdar of Sirhind, had never oppreſſed any perſon under his 
authority, but was diſtinguiſhed for his juſtice and humanity ; 
and from the natural goodneſs of his diſpoſition, he conceived a 
regard for theſe children of Gooroo Gobind, often ſent for them, 
and ſhewed them kindneſs.—It happened one day, that he was 
aſking them in a jeſting manner, how much they had been plun- 
dered of, to which the eldeſt of the children innocently replied, 
„ that the wealth of Derviſhes was too great to be counted.“ — 
Suchanund, a Kettery, who was Dewan to the Navab Vizier Khan, 
ſaid to him, “ perhaps theſe children may give the ſame kind of 
„ anſwer if they are examined by the Shah; if ſo, what will be- 
„ come of us all, and who ſhall ſatisfy his Majeſty ? it would be 
„ ſafer to put the children to death, which is the only way of 
*« ſecuring ourſelves from the Shah's rapacity.“ 


Vizier Khan being unwilling to deſtroy theſe innocent children, 
heſitated a long time; but at length his dread of the Shah's diſ- 
pleaſure, (D) ſhould he ſuſpe& him of having ſecreted the treaſure 
plundered from Gooroo Gobind's family, getting the better of 
every other conſideration, he ſaid to Khizzer Khan, © Many of 
e your friends and followers were killed by the Sicks, who 

R eſcorted 


This is a ſtriking inſtance of the tyranny of Aurungzebe's Government, and indeed of 
the horrid effect of deſpotiſm, on the characters of thoſe who live under its influence; when 
we here behold a man naturally mild and compaſſionate, committing the moſt atrocious 


crime, from dread of the conſequence which would have attended his acting conformably to 
his conſcience, and the dictates of humanity, 
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* eſcorted theſe children, you ought to retaliate by killing the 


„ children, as the cauſe of the death of ſo many of the faith- 
&« ful.” (£)—Khizzer Khan, however, rejected the propoſal with 
horror, and nobly replied, “ both J and my followers are ſoldiers, 
% and whoever oppoſe us in open war, we either kill them, or 
& are killed ourſelves; but what you propoſe, is the buſineſs of 
& an exccutioner.” However, the deſtined period of the 
childrens lives being come, one Kurruckchy Beg, a Mogul in the 
Shah's ſervice, undertook to perpetrate this barbarous murder, 
and went to the priſon where the innocent victims were confined : 
the children clung round the neck of their grandmother to ſave 
themſelves, but the villain tore them away, and cut their throats 
with a knife, in the preſence of this miſerable woman, who, un- 
able longer to bear ſuch a load of calamity, her huſband, Taigh 
Behader, having been murdered before, (as was related) and her 
grand children now butchered before her eyes, ſunk under the 
violence of grief and horror, excited by this laſt ſcene, and di- 


vine mercy by an immediate death, releaſed her from further 


ſufferings.(”) 


One 


| Retaliation for blood called in the Koran Xu aus, is confidered by the Muſſulmans, as 


a moral and religious duty to the next in connection. 


Of all the inſtances of cruelty exerciſed on the propagators of new doctrines, this is the 
moſt barbarous and outrageous ;—Defenceleſs women and children, have uſually eſcaped, 


even from religious fury,-No wonder then, that the vengeance of the Sicks was ſo 


ſevere, 
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One Bundah, a Biragee Fakeer, and-the native of a village called 
Pundory, in the the Doab of Beit Jalinder, had been for many 
years the intimate friend of Gooroo Gobind ; and hearing of the 
deſtruction of his defenceleſs family, he gave way to the deepeſt 
impreſſions of grief and reſentment, which at length ſettled into 
a fixed determination to ſeek revenge; for this purpoſe, he went 
to all the moſt powerful and zealous of the Sicks, who had been 
the followers of Gooroo Gobind, and having excited in them the 
ſame ſpirit with which he himſelf was actuated, and enrolled 
himſelf in the fraternity of the Sicks, he, with ſurpriſing dili- 
gence and activity, and aided by uncommon abilities, collected 
the ſect together in arms from all quarters, and inſpired them with 
the moſt ardent ſpirit of revenge. 


Fortunately for the execution of Bundah's deſign, about this 
time, Aurungzebe died in the Deckan, and the ſucceſſion to the- 
throne being diſputed between his ſons, (as it is well known to 
thoſe who are converſant in the hiſtory of Hindoſtan,) great con- 
fuſion aroſe in all parts of the empire. —Bundah taking advantage 
of this opportunity, and having collected together a large, though 
irregular army of Sicks, marched to attack Navab Vizier Khan, 
who was then at Sirhind, the ſeat of his government. —V1zier Khan 
came out to give them battle with all the troops he had, and the 
armies coming to action near Alwan Siray, the Sicks, inſpired 
by enthuſiaſm and revenge, gave the Muſſulmans a total defeat: 
Vizier Khan was killed upon the ſpot, and the greater part of his 
army was cut in pieces. Procecding to the town of Sirhind, the 
Sicks put to death all the family of Vizier Khan, and every 
dependant and ſervant belonging to him :—Suchanund the Dewan, 

R 2 by 
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by whoſe advice the children of Gooroo Gobind had been mur- 
dered, was torn to pieces, with every circumſtance of cruelty 
which ſavage revenge could dictate. After which, they deſtroyed 
all the moſques and tombs belonging to the Muſſulmans; and ſuch 
was the terror which their ſeverity and fury excited, that neither 
Hindoos nor Muſſulmans found any means of ſafety, but in 
acknowledging and ſubmitting to their authority, and profeſſing 
to belong to their ſect; which diſpoſition, Bundah, who was a 
man of great art and addreſs, encouraged by every means, with 
a view to encreaſe his force: treating thoſe with the moſt flatter- 
tering kindneſs who came into the ſect, and thoſe who refuſed 


with unrelenting ſeverity :—ſo that in a ſhort time, all the diſ- 


tricts from Paniput to near Lahore, acknowledged the authority 
of the Sicks ; and Behader Shah being then in the Deckan, with 
the Imperial army, there was no force in the provinces of Lahore, 
Dehly or Agra, able to undertake the reduction of the inſurgents. 


Behader Shah, having defeated his brother Kim Buckſh, was 
deſirous of remaining ſome time longer in that part of his domi- 
nions, in order to make a complete ſettlement of all the Soubah's 
(or provinces) of the Deckan ; but when the advices arrived of 
Bundah's inſurrection, and Vizier Khan's defeat and death, the 
danger appeared too prefling to admit of delay : he therefore de- 
termined to move with his whole force towards Sirhind, ſending 
before him an advanced army of cavalry and artillery, under the 
command of Sultan Kouly Khan, nephew of Ruſtum dil Khan; 


to which he joined all the Muſſulmans who had fled from Sirhind 


and other parts, to avoid the fury of the Sicks. His Majeſty or- 
dered Sultan Kouly Khan to march by way of Dehly, and thereby 
| {top 
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ſtop the progreſs of the Sicks on that ſide; - protecting the inha- 
bitants as much as poſſible, to prevent the inſurre ion from 
ſpreading, — and to put every man to the ſword that he ſhould find 
with his hair and beard at full length ;—that' being the charac- 
teriſtic external of the Sicks. 


Sultan Kouly Khan, with the zeal of a faithful ſervant, march- 
ed as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and having paſſed by way of Dehly, 
he came to Paniput; reſolved to attack the Sicks, though his 
army was exceedingly weak, when compared with the prodigious 
force now got together under the enemy's ſtandard. The Sicks 
on their part, being fluſhed with victory, aud confident in their 
numbers, were no leſs willing to come to action. The battle 


began, in which there was great ſlaughter on both ſides, but eſpe- 


cially on that of the Sicks; who being deſtitute of diſcipline, and 
unprovided with artillery, ſuffered very ſeverely; when Kiſury Sing 
Buckſhy, to whem Bundah had given the command of this 
diviſion of his army, being killed by an arrow, the Sicks began to 
give way, were at length totally defeated, and the remainder of 


their army fled to join Bundah, who had remained with the reſt 
of his forces at Sirhind. The next day, Sultan Kouly Khan 


being joined by a reinforcement ſent after him by the Shah, under 
the command of the Vizier Khan Khanan, marched to Sirhind : 
Bundah drew up his army, which conſiſted of between forty and 
fifty thouſand horſe and foot, to receive the Muflulmans :—the 
battle was long and bloody ;—but at length, the royal army mak- 


ing a deſperate charge upon one part of the enemy's front, broke | 


through, and a general defeat enſued, with terrible ſlaughter of 
the Sicks. Bundah being unable to rally his diſheartened troops, 


I : Big fled 
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fled with as many as he could collect together, and took refuge 
in a ſtrong fort called Loaghur, (8) which ſtood near Macawal ; 


whither the royal army purſued them, and ſurrounding the fort 
began to lay ſiege to it. 


In the mean time the Shah, hearing that Loaghur was inveſted. 
marched on as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and without halting: at 
Dehly, joined the camp of the Vizier and Sultan Kouly Khan, 
before Loaghur. By the time that the ſiege had laſted a month, 
the beſieged finding their proviſions and ammunition fail them, and 
being determined to ſell their lives as dear as poſſible, they ſallied 
out of the fort ſword in hand. A deſperate, but unequal conflict 
enſued ; the greater part of the Sicks were cut in pieces on the 
ſpot ; many were taken priſoners, in which number was their 
leader Bundah, who was confined in an iron cage, and together 
with the other priſoners was ſent to Dehly, where they were all 
publickly executed, after having been offered their lives on con- 
dition of embracing the Muſſulman faith, which they rejected 
with contempt. The few remaining Sicks fled to the mountains, 
where they concealed themſelves; and the Zemindars and Riots 
of the country who had joined them during their inſurrection, 
partly to ſecure themſelves, and partly for the ſake of plunder, 
now cut off their beards and hair, and returned to their original 
occupations, 


From 


This place as well as ſome others mentioned in the Hiſlory, having been totally deſtroyed, 
are not inſerted in the map · | | 
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From this time, during the reigns of Behader Shah, Jehander 
Shah, Ferockſir, and the ſhort reigns of Rafi al Dirjat, and his 
brother, Abdul Summud Khan being Subadar of Lahore, none of 


this ſect ever ventured to appear in arms; but concealed themſelves 
by every means for near twelve years. 


In the year of the Hegira 1131, Mahammud Shah being on 
the throne, and Zekariah Khan being Subadar of Lahore, the 
Sicks, though unable to appear in any conſiderable force, began 
to plunder, and carry on a kind of predatory war in the ſkirts of 
the mountains, as if to try the temper of government; and this 


practice they continued with little variation for twenty years. 


In the year of the Hegira 1151, Nadir Shah the King of 
Perſia, invaded Hindoſtan, and as his army committed dreadful 
ravages wherever they went, the inhabitants fled to the hills for 
ſafety ; while the Subadars of the Provinccs, being unable to 
reſiſt, ſubmitted to the invader. 


On this occaſion, the Sicks collecting together, began to com- 
mit depredations on all ſides, poſſeſſing themſelves of the property 
of the inhabitants who had fled to avoid the Perſians, and plun- 
dering every place in their reach.—At the ſame time they fortified 
themſelves near a village called Dullival, on the banks of the Ravy, 
where they were joined by many Zemindars, who had ſecretly 


favoured their ſect, and now rejoiced to ſee it once more in a 
condition to declare itſelf, 


Some 
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Some time after this, Nadir Shah returned to Perſia, having 


plundered at Dehly, wealth to an almoſt incredible amount, and 


having beſtowed the Empire of Hindoſtan on Mah ummud Shah, 
as his own free gift, — He left behind him Naſir Khan, to collect 
the Subah of Cabul, and four Mahls, (diſtricts) belonging to the 
Subah of Lahore; (being parts of the Empire of Hindoſtan, 
made over to him by the treaty with Mahummud Shah.) The 
reſt of the Subah of Lahore was continued under Zekariah Khan, 
as Subadar, on the part of Mahummud Shah.—Zekariah Khan 


appointed Adina Beg Khan to be Foujdar of the Doab of Bary, 


with orders to reduce the Sicks to obedience. 


The force he had with him was fully equal to the execution of 
that ſervice ; but Adina Beg, conſidering that if he ſhould entirely 


put an end to all diſturbances in that diſtri&t, there would remain 


no neceſſity for continuing him in ſo extenſive a command, he 
carried on intrigues with the Chiefs of the Sicks, and ſecretly 
encouraged them to continue their depredations; at the ſame 
time, pretending to be very defirous of ſubduing them. From 


this management, the Sicks became daily more powerful, and 


ſeized upon ſeveral places in the diſtant parts of the Subah of 
Lahore. They alſo began again to perform publick pilgrimages 
to the Holy Tank at Amrutſur, without moleſtation. 


About this time, Zekariah Khan died, leaving two ſons, the 
elder of whom was by the Shah appointed to ſucceed his father, 
as Subadar of Lahore; but diſputes ariſing between the two 


brothers, the affairs of the Province became greatly neglected, 


and the Sicks increaſed in ſtrength. 


Some 
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Some time before this, Nadir Shah having been aſſaſſinated in 
Perſia, Almud Khan Durranny, one of his principal officers, eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf at Kandahar, and ſeized upon that Province, in 
which he had conſiderable family connections; at the ſame time 
laying claim to the other (H) Provinces of Hindoſtan, which had 
been ceded to Nadir Shah by the treaty before mentioned, and 
aſſuming the title of Shah or King. 


Soon after which, he ſeized upon Naſir Khan, whom Nadir 
Shah had left Subadar of Cabul, (as ſaid before) together with 
the treaſure which he had collected from the time of Nadir Shah's 
return to Perſia, being above a crore of rupees. He alſo demanded 
his daughter from him in marriage.—Nafir Khan being then 
entirely in his power, conſented, and obtained liberty to go to 
his followers who were in Paiſbawir, under pretence of making 
the neceflary preparations :—he was obliged, however, to leave 
his ſon as hoſtage ; but as ſoon as he was at liberty, he conſidered 
the giving his daughter to a man of a different tribe, as a diſgrace 
not to be ſubmitted to, and therefore began to colle& forces for 
his own defence. Yet ſome time after, Almud Shah Durranny, 
approaching him, though with a very inferior army, his followers 
diſperſed, and Nafir Khan fled towards Dehly, which furniſhed 
Ahmud Shah Durranny with a plea for his firſt invaſion of Hin- 
doſtan. He accordingly paſſed the Attock, Jelum, and Chenab, 
and came to Lahore. 


8 | Shah 
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Theſe were Cabul, Paiſhawar, and Tatta: in a word, every thing weſt of the Attock, 


or Indus, 
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| Shah Nevaz Khan, (one of the ſons of Zekariah Khan) who 
was then Subadar of Lahore, immediately ſubmitted; and the 
Durranny Shah entering the city of Lahore, ſeized upon the trea- 


ſury and the armoury there, and proclaimed himſelf maſter of 
that Province alſo. f 


It is foreign from the deſign of this hiſtory, to enter into a 
detail of theſe events, which are all related in the general hiſtory 
of the empire; ſuffice it to ſay, that the Durranny Shah was at 
length obliged to return to Kandahar; and that in the year of 
the Hegira 1160, Mahummud Shah having died, was ſucceeded 
by his ſon Ahmed Shah, who nominated Mir Munnoo, called 
Moin ul Mullock, ſon to the late Vizier Kummer ul dien Khan, to 
the Subadary of Lahore and Multan. | 


During theſe troubles, the Sick Chiefs Jeſſa Sing Kelal, Chirſah 
Sing, Tokah Sing, and Kirwar Sing, had got together about 5020 
horſe; to which army they (for the firſt time) gave the title of Dul 
Khalſah Gee, or the Army of the State, and with which they made 
themſelves maſters of the Doab of Bary.—Moin ul Mullock again 
appointed Adina Beg Khan to the Foujdary of that Doab ; who 
marching thither, began as formerly to intrigue with the Sicks, 
and took no effectual means to ſuppreſs them. In one action 
indeed, he defeated them, and killed about 600 Sicks ; but as the 
confuſion prevailing in the empire, had reduced thouſands of 
people to diſtreſs, they were daily joining the Sicks for the ſake 
of plunder, took the Poll, and let their hair grow, upon which 


they 
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1 
they were inrolled in the Dul, which now began to encreaſe with 
ſurpriſing rapidity. (1). 


About three years after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, again in- 
vaded Hindoſtan, and having defeated Moin ul Mullock, ſeized 
on Lahore, levied a very heavy contribution from it, and after- 
wards appointed Moin ul Mullock to be Subadar on his part of 
Lahore and Multan, having given the daughter of Moin ul 
Mullock in marriage to his own ſon, the Prince Timur Shah: 
after this, the Durranny Shah returned to Kandahar. 


During this war, Adina Beg Khan having joined Moin ul Mul- 
lock with all his forces, the Sicks had nothing left to oppoſe them, 
and therefore they daily became more formidable. They cut off 
the royal garriſon in the Fort of Tanniſer, deſtroyed the fort, 
and plundered all the neighbouring diſtricts. 


After the departure of the Durranny Shah, Moin ul Mullock 
again ſent Adina Beg Khan againſt the Sicks, who ſeemed now to 
be inclined to diſcharge his duty with fidelity, for having received 
intelligence that they were aſſembled near Macowal, to celebrate 
the feſtival of the Hooly, he, by a forced march, ſurpriſed them, 
and put ſo many of them to death, that the remainder were oblig- 


ed to diſperſe for a while, but ſoon began to plunder again in 
{mall parties. 
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This naturally accounts for the rapid riſe of the Sicks, which commenced about this 
time, 1 
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In the year of the Hegira 1165, Moin ul Mullock died, and his 
widow appointed one Beckary Khan, to manage the government 
of her deceaſed huſband, as Naib (or deputy) on her part; but 
having detected him in a deſign to ſeize on her perſon, and uſurp 
the government himſelf, ſhe cauſed him to be ſtrangled: and ap- 
pointed Syed Jumeil ul dien Khan to the office of her Naib. 


A ſhort time after this, the troubles ariſing at Dehly, which 
ended in the Vizier Ghazi ul dien Khan's depoſing Ahmed Shah, 
and raifing to the throne Alumgire Sani, the reins of government 
became entirely relaxed, and the Sicks gathered new ſtrength. 


In the year of the Hegira 1169, Ahmed Shah Durranny again 
invaded Hindoſtan, and came to Lahore.—By this time, the Sicks 
were become very numerous, and their Dul was in the neigh- 


bourhood of Lahore ; but they were afraid to attack the Durranny 


army: however, they plundered all people who ſtraggled from 
the camp, and cut off provihons going to it, But the Durranny 


Shah being deſirous of getting as ſoon as poſſible to Dehly, took 
no notice of theſe inſults. 


After plundering Dehly, Muttra, and all the circumjacent 
towns and villages, and exerciſing unheard of barbarities, the 
Durranny Shah marched back to Kandahar; leaving a chief of 
the name of Ahmed Khan, to command in Sirhind, and his own 


fon, the Prince Timur Shah, with an army under the command 


of Jehan Khan, one of his beſt officers, to colle& the Subahs of 
Lahore and Multan. 


Jehan 
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Jehan Khan from a principle of religious zeal, deſtroyed the 


places of worſhip belonging to the Sicks at Amrutſur, and filled” 
up the ſacred Tank, which they ſo highly venerate : upon which 


the Sicks collected together under their chiefs from all quarters, 
and blockading the city of Lahore, collected the revenues of the 
country all round for their own uſe. Jehan Khan with the Prince, 
marched out to give them battle; but after ſeveral actions, finding 


the Sicks too numerous for him to contend with, he retreated to 
Kandahar. 


Upon this occaſion, Jeſſa Sing Kelal, who was at the time com- 
mander in chief of the Du/, ſtruck rupees in his own name, at the 
royal mint at Lahore, with the following inſcription, “ Jefla 


„ Kelal conquered the country of Ahmed, and ſtruck this coin 
„ by the Grace of God.“ 


After the retreat of Jehan Khan, the Court of Dehly appointed 
Adina Beg Khan to be Subadar of Lahore; but the force with 
which he was furniſhed by ſo weak a government, was not equal 
to encountering the Sicks : he was therefore obliged to ſtop at 
Sirhind; and finding that he could not obtain any aſſiſtance from 
the adminiſtration at Dehly, he applied to the Marhatta chief 
Rogonaut Row, who at that time commanded a large army in the 
Province of Agra, and offered to aſſiſt him in reducing Punjab; 
to which the Marhatta chief agreed, and marched to Sirhind ; 
where he was joined by Adina Beg Khan with his own army, 
and ſome of the inferior Sick chiefs, whom he had brought over 
by great promiſes. | 


I | Their 
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Their firſt: operation was to expel and plunder Ahmed Khan, 
whom the Durranny Shah had left to command in Sirhind.—On 
this occaſion the Sick chiefs, who had joined Adina Beg Khan, 
F the town of Sirhind; which gave great offence to the 
Marhatta chiefs, who projected falling upon the Sicks, and plun- 
dering them in return: which coming to the knowledge of Adina 
Beg Khan, by whoſe influence theſe Sicks had been induced to join 
the Marhattas, he gave them immediate notice of the deſign which 
was formed againſt them, upon which, they marched away in the 


night. 


The Sick leaders who were in poſſeſſion of Lahore, did not think 
their army a match for the Marhattas, when reinforced by Adina 
Beg Khan, they therefore drew off to the ſkirts of the mountains; 
and the Marhattas eſtabliſhed garriſons in Lahore, Multan,  &c. 


But their government was of ſhort duration, for ſoon after this, 


attempting to expel the Rohillas from their poſſeſſions, Nujeab ul 


Note K, 


Daulab, the principal Rohilla chief, applied to the Durranny Shah 
for aſſiſtance :—alledging, that being his ſubjects, (X) they could 
apply to no one elſe for redreſs ; and that, therefore, they entreat- 


ed he would ſupport them againſt the infidels. 


Ahmed Shah Durranny accordingly left Kundahar, with his 


whole force; and as ſoon as it was known that he had croſſed the 


Attock, all the Marhatta garriſons in Lahore and Multan, fled 
without waiting for his nearer approach. 


The 


All the Rohilla tribes come from the country belonging to the Durranny Shah, and 
thoſe ſettled in Hindoſan, ſtill call him their King. 
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The Vizier Ghazi vl dien Khan, who kept his Majeſty Alum- 
gire Sani as a priſoner in his own palace, expecting that the 
Durranny Shah would call him to a ſevere account, if Alumgire 
Sani ſhould complain to him; in a tranſport of rage and deſpair 
he put him to death: and after placing another of the royal line 
upon the throne, by the title of Shah Jehan Sani, he left Dehly 
with all his forces, and joined the Marhatta army, which was 
then beſieging the Rohillas at Sukertall. EE 


The events of this campaign are foreign to our ſubject, it 1 
only neceſſary to ſay, that the Durranny Shah having raiſed the 
ſiege of Sukertall, and defeated the Marhatta chiefs Junkoo and 
Mulhar Row in ſeveral actions, in one of which, Dattea Pateel 
(the elder brother of Mahado Row Sindea) was killed ; and being 
Joined by all the Rohilla chiefs, as alſo by the Navab Shuja ul 
Dowla, cantoned for the rainy ſeaſon near Coel in the Doab, be- 
tween the Ganges and the Jumna. 


While Ahmed Shah Durranny remained at Coel, he received 
advice, that Adina Beg Khan, whom he had once more appointed. 
Subadar of Lahore, was dead, and that the Sicks taking advan- 
tage of that event, had aſſembled in great numbers, attacked and 
defeated Sumbu das, the Dewan of Adina Beg Khan, who after his 
maſter's death had attempted to keep things in order. —On this 
intelligence, the Durranny Shah appointed Zien Khan to be 
Foujdar of Sirhind, and Bullund Khan to be Subadar of Lahore, 
and diſpatched them to their ſtations with an army of 10,000 


| horſe. - 


The 
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The concluſion of the rains was followed by that famous 
campaign, which put to final trial the grand queſtion of EmeixE 
between the Muſſulmans, and the Marhattas ; and ending by the 
fatal battle of Paniput, which was fought on the 2oth of Jemad ul 
Sani 1174, decided it in favour of the Muſſulmans, and gave a 


blow to the Marhatta power, which it has not entirely recovered 
yet. 


After this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, having ſettled the govern- 
ment at Dehly in the hands of Nujeib ul Doula, and placed 
Mirza Jewan Buckt on the throne, as repreſentative of his father 


Shah Alum, who was then in Bengal, he marched back towards 
Kandahar. 


As ſoon as he had paſſed the Suttedge, the Sicks began to 
plunder the ſtragglers from his camp, which he forebore to reſent 
at that time, his army being loaded with plunder ; however, to 
ſecure his camp from inſult, he every might threw up a flight 
work round it, and in this manner he continued his march to the 
Attock, the Sicks following him all the way. 


When the Durranny army had paſled the Attock, the Sicks 


+ returned, and having blockaded Lahore, they compelled Bullund 


Khan to retreat with his garriſon, upon which they took poſſeſ- 


ſion of that city, and all the country from the Attock to Sir- 
hind, 


However, Zein Khan, whom the Durranny Shah had left as 
Fonjdare of Sirhind, being aſſiſted by Hinghun Khan, a pattan 
ho chief, 
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chief, of the diſtrict of Malnair (ſouth weſt from Sirhind) ſtill 
ſupported himſelf againſt them. 


The following year, the Sicks to the number of about forty 
thouſand horſe, ravaged the whole territory of Malnair, in re- 
venge for the aſſiſtance given by Hinghun Khan to the Durranny 
Aumil ; but ſoon after Ahmed Shah Durranny having marched to 
Lahore to puniſh the Sicks, for having expelled Bullund Khan, 
Hinghun Khan contrived in the night to eſcape, and fled to the 


Durranny camp for proteQion.—The Durranny Shah ſent thirty 


thouſand horſe under his conduct, who marching ſeventy crores 
(one hundred and forty miles) almoſt without (+) intermiſſion, ſur- 
prized the army of the Sicks, at a place called Barnala, and put 
great numbers to the ſword ; the reſt as uſual, diſperſed for a 
time ; after which, the Shah proceeded to Sirhind, where he was 
met by Nujeib ul Dowla, and the other principal Omrahs ; and 
having received their compliments, returned back to Kandahar, 
leaving Saudet yab Khan, one of his officers, with a large de- 
tachment in the Doab of Beit Jalinder, and Rajah Cabully Mul, 
as Subadar of Lahore, 


The beginning of the following year, the Sicks aſſembling again, 
drove Rajah Cabully Mul out of Lahore, and Saudet yab Khan, 
RSS - 8 from 


The horſes uſed by the Durrannies, are of the breed called Tarli; they are not large, but 
the moſt uſcful, quiet, and beſt bottomed horſes, that are I believe in the world. They 


live to a great age, ſo that I have ſeen horſes in the uſe of common troopers, that they have 
declared to be near forty years old, | 


(34. ], | 
AH. = from the Doab of Beit Jalinder, eſtabliſhing themſelves in both 

thoſe places; after which they invaded Malnair, defeated and 
killed Hinghun Khan, a man of great courage and ability, who 
had long been a conſiderable check to their progreſs in that 


quarter. 


They next attacked Sirhind, and coming to action with Zien 
Khan, the Durranny Foujdar, near Rajah Seray, defeated and 
killed him alſo; after which they plundered and burnt Sirhind, 
having a particular enthufiaſtick hatred to that place, on account 
of the murder of Gooroo Gobind's children, which was perpe- 
trated there. By theſe ſucceſſes, the whole country from the 
Attock to Karnal, acknowledged the authority of the Sicks. 


AH. 1177. The following year, Nujeib ul Dowla being engaged in a war 

þ with Surujh Mul, the Rajah of the Jauts, the Sick chiefs, Koſhial 
Sing, Bugheil Sing, Sahib Sing, Baug Sing, Kurrum Sing, and 
Roy Sing, croſſed the Jumna with their forces, and plundered 
the diſtrict of Saharunpoor belonging to Nujeib ul Dowla; upon 
which that chief immediately marched to protect his own country, 
and partly by force, partly by negociation, got the Sicks to repaſs 
the Jumna. N 


AH. 117 7 The next year 7ewar Sing, the ſon and ſucceſſor of Surujhb Mul, 
A P. 1764. in order to revenge the death of his father, who had been killed 
the year before in battle againſt Nujeib ul Dowla, collected to- 
gether all his own followers, and being reinforced by thirty 
thouſand Marhattas under Mulhar Row, and twenty-five thou- 
ſand Sicks under ſeveral different chiefs, laid ſiege to the city of 

I | Dehly— 


* 
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Dehly.—The ſiege laſted three months; in which time Nujeib ul 
Dowla, having written advice of his ſituation to Almed Shah 
Durranny, and ſolicited his aid, his Majeſty immediately marched 
from Cabul where he then was, and to avoid any interruption 
from the Sicks, he proceeded along the ſkirts of the mountains, 


and had reached as far as Gurry Kotanah, when a peace was con- 


cluded between Nujeib ul Dowla and Jewar Sing, through the 
mediation of Mulhar Row, and the fiege of Dehly was raiſed. 
Nujeib ul Dowla immediately ſent intelligence of this to the 
Duranny Shah, and after expreſſing his gratitude for the ready 

aſſiſtance his Majeſty had afforded him, he entreated him to return 
from. the place which he was then at, leaſt the arrival of his 
army in the neighbourhood of Dehly, ſhould renew the cala- 
mities of that unhappy city.—The Durranny Shah, according to 
this addreſs, repaſſed the Sutledge, and marched back towards his 
own country by the Lahore road. 


In the mean time, the Sick chiefs, determined to revenge the' 
defeat they had ſuffered at Barnala,—aflembled their whole force 
at Amrutſur, to the number of ſixty thouſand horſe and foot; 
and took an oath to exert every effort to cut off the Shah's army. 
Almed Shah Durranny receiving advice of this, ſent a perſon to 
the Sick leaders in quality of Ambaſſador, to negociate a peace 
with them, and prevent that effuſion of blood, which their deſ- 
perate determination threatened to produce ;—but on the arrival 
of this perſon in the camp of the Sicks, inſtead of liſtening to his 
propoſals, they plundered him and his followers, and drove them 
away.—Almed Shah Durranny finding all accommodation impoſ- 
fible, marched immediately to give battle to the Sicks; and com- 
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ing to Amrutſur in the evening, encamped cloſe to the enemy. 
In the morning the Sicks drew up their army on foot, and imme- 
diately proceeded to attack the Durrannies ſword in hand; and the 
Durrannies, with equal reſolution, received their attack on foot 


alſo. The battle was long and bloody, and the loſs fo great on 


both ſides, that at length both armies drew off to their reſpective 


camps; the next morning neither party was inclined to renew 


the conflict, and the Shah reſumed his march without any fur- 
ther interruption. (i) 


Some time after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny died, and was 
ſucceeded by his ſon the Prince Timur Shah, who has been too 
much employed on the fide of Perſia in keeping poſſeſſion of the 
provinces uſurped by his father from that empire, to have leiſure 
for attempting to reduce the power of the Sicks.—Nor has any 
Potentate yet appeared on the ſide of Hindoſtan, equal to ſuch a 
taſk :—ſome feeble attempts have been made, which have only 
confirmed the ſtrength of the Sicks Government, as a little water 
thrown on a fire, does but increaſe its heat: ſo that for twenty 


years paſt, they have employed themſelves in completely redu- 


cing the whole country from Attock to Karnal, and anung it 
among their own ſect. 


Soon 


It is to be ſuppoſed, that in a battle thus diſputed, both ſides claimed the victory; the 


Dana bring in proof, their having marched on unmoleſted ; the Sicks, that the Dur- 
ranny Shah never again returned to Lahore, 
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- Soon after the laſt expulſion of the Aumils of the Durranny 
Shah, the Sicks held a general Diet at Amrutſur, in which they 
determined to call in the rupees which were ſtruck in the name 
of Jeſſa Kelal, and to ſtrike them for the future in the name of 
their Gooroos, with an inſcription to this effect, Gooroo Gobind 
Sing, received from Nanuck, the Daig, () the ſword and rapid 
4 victory, which coin is current throughout their dominions'to 
this day. 


Thus has the Divine pleaſure notified to Gooroo Gobind, been 
at length fulfilled ; and thus has Providence raiſed up this ſe& in 


conſideration of the piety and charity of Gooroo Nanuck its 


founder, that mankind beholding the reward of virtue, may learn 
to practiſe it. 


This has been explained in the Introduction, — I have ſeveral of theſe rupees in my 
poſſeſſion, | | 


THUS 


1779. 
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THUS far the Perſian manuſcript extends; to which I beg 
leave to add, that the Sicks are the only one of the many powers 
who have enriched themſelves out of the ſpoils of the Mogul 
Empire, which fairly and openly avows its independence.—They 
will not ſuffer the name of his Majeſty Shah Alum to appear 
upon their coin; but have ſubſtituted that of their Gooroo; and 
inſtead of the year of the King's reign, and of the Hegira, which 
is the eſtabliſhed date on all the coin throughout the empire, they 
uſe the era of Bickermazeet, called the Sumbut. 


After Ahmed Shah Durranny returned to Kandahar in 1764, 
as has been related, though the Sicks poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
townand province of Lahore, and of all the open country of Mul-. 
tan, yet the Duranny garriſon of Multan ſtill remained in that 
fortreſs till the death of Ahmed Shah Duranny : ſoon after which, 
the Sicks compelled them to retire, and placed a garriſon of their 
own there ;—But in the year 1779, Timur Shah (the ſucceſſor to 
Ahmed Shah Duranny) came from Cabul, with a large army, 
and laying ſiege to Multan, took it, after defeating the army ſent 
by the Sicks to raiſe the ſiege: when he. returned to Cabul, leaving 
a garriſon in Multan, which has remained there ever ſince. 


Since the complete ſettlement of the Sicks in their preſent 
poſſeſſions, which was not entirely effected till near the year 1770, 
the chiefs to the weſtward of the Sutledge, who are the moſt 
powerful, have not been engaged in any important expedition, till 


the year 1785, when they invaded the Rajah of Jumboo, and 
compelled him to pay them tribute. 


The 


„ 

The incurſions which are made annually into the territories 
lately belonging to Zabita Khan, are merely effected by a tem- 
porary confederacy of the chiefs between the Sutledge and the 
Jumna. | | 


Theſe incurſions are ſometimes carried acroſs the Ganges, (2) 
into the Vizier's territories, as happened in March 1785; when a 
large body of Sicks paſſed over, and remained in that country 
ſeveral days, plundering to an immenſe amount, and burning and 
deſtroying the villages without oppoſition; though repeated advice 
had been received beforehand of their deſigns. But theſe inſults 
may always be prevented, by common attention in the Vizier's 
adminiſtration; and by ſending proper detachments to the ſeveral 
fords of the Ganges during the dry ſeaſon. 


In 1785, Mahajee Scindea (having before ſeized on the Shah's 
perſon, and the entire adminiſtration of his affairs) entered into an 
alliance with the leaders of the Sicks, between the Sutledge and 
the Jumna, both offenfive and defenſive: one of the articles of 
which treaty expreſsly ſays as follows;—* Beſides the royal 
% lands, whatever ſhall be acquired by either party (Scindea or 
e the Sicks) with mutual conſent, on either fide the Jumna, from 
«© Hindoos or Muſſulmans, one third thereof ſhall belong to the 
« Khalſah Gee — (the Sick State.) This clearly points at the 


Vizier's country. 
As 


From the middle of March till June, the Ganges is fordable in ſeveral places between | 
the ſalls at Hurdwar, and the town of Ferockabad, | 
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As ſoon as this treaty was framed, I obtained a copy of it, 
which I tranſmitted to Mr. Macpherſon, than ating as Governor 


General, April the gth.—What uſe he made of the information, I 
cannot tell : but ſurely a confederacy of two ſuch formidable 


powers as the Sicks and Marhattas, cloſe to the Vizier's frontier, 


muſt afford matter for very ſerious apprehenſion, to every perſon 
who is anxious for the ſafety of the Company's poſſeſſions in In- 
dia; which are ſo intimately connected with thoſe of the Vizier, 
that proſperity or calamity muſt be in common to them both. 


In this point of view, I beg leave to conclude this ſketch, with 
my earneſt recommendation of that circumſtance to the attention 
of the Company's adminiſtration :—for even admitting all that 
the advocates for Scindea can ſay of his ſincerity, he is but mortal ; 
and with him will expire all that ſecurity which has been op- 
poſe d toa riſe from his perſonal character. | 


JAMES BROWN E. 


